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MUN,s Counselling Centre held Alcohol Awareness Week from Nov. 15 to 18. One event included an obstacle 
course using "beer goggles., See story page 5. 
Rogers Internet kills 
Bit Torrent downloads 
Suspected filtering 
irks users; Rogers 
denies changes to 
. 
service 
BY DEVON WELLS 
Computer geeks nationwide are pissed 
because their Rogers Internet connec-
tion no longer allows them to down-
load files through BitTorrent. 
Beginning in early November, sub-
scribers to Rogers and Shaw high-
speed Internet services began re-
porting trouble with downloading 
files that come from multiple serv-
ers at once. BitTorrent and parts of 
Apple's iTunes Music Store both work 
in this fashion. 
"Looking at empirical evidence that 
I've gathered and looking at differ-
ent forums like DSLReports.com and 
the local forums ... Rogers have start-
ed nationwide to block BitTorrent ac-
cess," said Ian Penney, a systems con-
sultant in St. John's. 
BitTorrent is a popular computer 
protocol on the Internet. It is used for 
trading large files between users, of-
ten including pirated movies, music, 
video games, and software. 
Although companies have success-
fully served lawsuits against file shar-
ers in the United States, a Canadian 
federal court has slammed similar in-
junctions up north, leaving Canadian 
law vague about the legality of these 
downloads. 
SEE 'CHANGING PoRT' oN PAGE 2 
November 24, 2005 
Referendum 
denies Burton's 
Pond extra cash 
BY SHEENA GOODYEAR 
The Burton's Pond Student Association 
held a referendum this week to raise 
its annual fees by $25, but the 50 vot-
ers who turned out only gave them five 
bucks. 
The referendum had three questions. 
The first, asking for an increase of $20 
for general expenses, was shot down in 
a 50 - 50 split. 
The second, asking for an increase of 
five dollars for infrastructure, passed, 
as did a third item asking permission 
to raise that fee by 25 cents a year af-
ter 2007. 
Only 50 out of 587 residents of 
Burton's Pond apartments voted in the 
referendum. President of the Burton's 
Pond Student Association (BPSA) 
Jamie Baker says it would have passed 
if more people had voted. 
"I think the collective will was there 
among students to actually pass this be-
cause they recognize the importance of 
us having a solid and continuous fund-
ing base," said Baker. 
The BPSA sent surveys to residents 
prior to the referendum asking the 
same questions and 184 students re-
sponded. Sixty per cent of them were 
in favour of the fee hike. 
"I ran into a lot of people who were 
like, 'Yeah man, sorry I didn't get a 
chance to vote because I just had an 
exam and I got a paper due on Monday' 
or 'I just completely forgot about it,"' 
said Baker. 
"I think it's just that students were re-
ally busy with their work and their pa-
pers, and it's almost the holidays. Had 
this been September, I think probably 
the results would be more different." 
MUNSU Burton's Pond Rep Chris 
Corkum blames apathy for the low 
turnout. 
"I think maybe just people don't real-
ly care about it, which is unfortunate," 
said Corkum. 
Burton's Pond resident Chandra 
Njolstad didn't vote because the times 
were inconvenient. Otherwise, she says 
she would have voted in favour of the 
hike. 
The referendum was held on 
Thursday and Friday between 4:00pm 
and 6:oopm and on Sunday at 6:oopm 
as restricted by the BPSA constitution. 
Baker says he wants to loosen up there-
strictions for next year. 
The five-dollar hike will go towards 
furniture and computer upgrades. The 
rest of the money would have been used 
to make a scholarship for each of the 
SEE 'Low VOTER' ON PAGE 3 
Marine Institute 
partners with 
Chinese university 
BY DAVE WHALEN 
Peter Fisher, the Marine Institute's 
director of degree studies and research, 
will be honoured next spring as a co-
founder of Jilin University-Lambton· 
College in Changchun, China. 
Fisher was vital in establishing 
a partnership between the Marine 
Institute (MI) and Jilin University in 
1999. At that time, Jilin, a state-owned 
and operated university, was opening 
its Lambton College branch through 
an agreement with the College of 
the North Atlantic (CNA), Lambton 
College in Sarnia, Ontario, and 
Northwood University in Midland, 
Michigan. 
Marine Institute's bachelor of 
technology degree was first offered -
to Chinese students in August 2002. 
These students can complete the pro-
gram both in China and at MI. Over 
200 students have enrolled in the pro-
gram, with more than half having 
studied in St. John's at some point. 
The bachelor of technology was 
initially created to offer a chance for 
technology diploma graduates at MI 
and CNA to pursue a degree in the 
study. 
Fisher believes the most valuable as-
pect of the program is that it encour-
ages cultural diversity on campus. 
"These students are in classes with 
everybody else. They're taking regular 
MUN classes in business and econom-
ics, or what have you. Their presence 
helps to broaden our social horizons," 
he said. 
That said, Fisher points out that 
the economic benefits for MI and 
Newfoundland and Labrador are cer-
tainly attractive. 
"Under this deal, we're getting 
about 30 Chinese students a year. 
SEE 'JILIN UNIVERSITY' ON PAGE 4 
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Changing port a temporary fix: IT consultant 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The way BitTorrent works puts it 
further into a grey area. Users down-
load files in chunks from many differ-
ent servers, so people only trade parts 
of a file at once, not the whole thing. 
"Obviously, for people who want to 
infringe on copyright, it's a really con-
venient way to do it, because there's 
no central person to point the finger 
at," said Penney. "If you can't pin one 
centralized person for doing it, then 
the file is going to stay up a whole lot 
longer and be more effective for copy-
right infringement." 
Although some use BitTorrent to 
download copyrighted materials, it 
has plenty of legitimate uses as well. 
Users ofLinux and open-source soft-
ware distribute their free programs 
through the protocol because it is 
faster and cheaper than ordinary 
methods. Garners also use it to legal-
ly trade patches and extra levels for 
video games. 
wireless service, the Motorola ROKR, 
boasts the Apple iTunes music play-
er. If problems with the iTunes Music 
Store persist for Rogers Internet sub-
scribers, they could cramp the features 
of the cellphone. 
Computers can be technical and 
wonky. Here's a quick., simple ex-
planatio!1 p.fwhat some ofthe teqn$ 
.tnean; 
BitTorrent: A protocol that lets us-
. ers download large files in chunks 
. ' "'from multiple servers at once, in:. 
eluding copyrighted music, mov"' 
ies, and software. 
Client: A piece of software used to 
download files from others. A clh 
ent connects to a server. Internet 
Explorer is a client for download-
ing websites. 
Server: A piece of software that lets 
Despite Penney's claims and the 
fact that BitTorrent still works for 
subscribers to Aliant (the other high-
speed Internet service in St. John's), 
Rogers denies blocking any access to 
files. 
Although Rogers Cable denies responsibility, high-speed Internet subscribers have been disconnected from Bit-
Torrent and other programs that download files from multiple servers. 
others users download files. A serv-
er offers up files for a client to down-
load. Bit'forrent clients also funci · 
tionasservers, since ~sers can aisq,' 
upload files to others while down-
loading.. 
Taanta Gupta, vice-president com-
munications for Rogers Cable, sug-
gests that a system of prioritizing may 
be causing the trouble. She says Rogers 
has given priority to websites and e-
mails over file downloads because they 
are time sensitive. However, she says 
BitTorrent files should not be drasti-
cally affected. 
"We've had this in place for 
months," she said. She urges any-
one experiencing problems to con-
tact Rogers Technical Support at 1-
888-764-3771. 
However, Technical Support offers 
no advice to correct the situation and 
says BitTorrent websites and clients 
are likely to blame. 
"It's hard to say. We haven't had 
any complaints on it and we definite-
ly haven't done anything to the net-
work," said the customer service rep-
resentative. 
Penney says this response is typ-
ical. 
"It's not in their interest to tell you 
exactly what they're filtering and ex-
actly how. They'd rather just say 'Well, 
it doesn't work .... You're download-
ing off someone, it's an unreliable 
technology.' There's lots of scapegoats 
there," he said. 
Some BitTorrent users have found a 
way around the problem, however. The 
protocol typically runs on a computer 
port called Port 6881, but some clients 
(such as BitComet and Azureus) allow 
the user to define which port they run 
on. Changing the port to an unused 
one lets the file stream freely. 
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"It's been my experience that 
eventually this stops working," said 
Penney. "They'll continue to filter your 
packets on the new port. So, it's sort of 
like a cat-and-mouse game- you can 
jump from port to port, but eventu-
ally, in a couple ofhours, they'll catch 
up with you.'' 
He recommends switching to Port 
1720, the one dedicated for voice over 
Internet Protocol (VoiP) which lets 
people talk on the phone over the 
Internet. Since this is a new technol-
ogy, any problems with the service 
from Rogers will discourage users 
from trusting it, so the company is 
unlikely to place filters that could in-
terfere with it. 
Penney thinks the issues with 
Rogers's service could have big im-
plications. In some areas of St. John's, 
Rogers is the only high-speed Internet 
service available; with no other option, 
users must accept Rogers's limitations 
or go without. In areas where Aliant is 
available, users can choose to switch, 
but even that sparks concerns. 
"BitTorrent users would be the us-
ers to utilize most of the resources," 
said Penney. "If Rogers can cut their 
top five per cent of bandwidth users 
off of their service and then push them 
onto a competition ... that seems a lit-
tle bit anticompetitive to me." 
As well, Rogers advertises its Hi-
Speed Extreme package specifically 
"for sharing large files." The trouble 
with the BitTorrent protocol has irked 
some users of that package. Plus, a 
cellphone available through Rogers's 
;\.";. \Pr~'toool: Atonvend~ti':'iliat letS tW~;· 
computing endpoints (such as a cli-
ent and a server) understand one 
, anQthet, Websites aie accessible/ 
i7'. througll-*tnternet Explorer {a cl.i~~;, 
ent) through the hyp~rtext tran$~ . 
fer protocol. ,. · 
P9rt: 'Ih~(ri.49orway'' t~at lets a c;!~St\ 
ent and .server connect and transS· 
fer files on a network. Websites use 
Port 8o~, . .BitTorrent normally uses. 
·p· ... • ~ 
;;i:>. "' Qft 6~~~t,; \\\' ,,..,,., 
Bandwidth; Generau;, .the amount of 
information that can be download-
edina 
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MUN not following St. John's crime patterns 
Students and CEP 
laud safety on 
campus 
BY ANSHUMAN lDDAMSETTY 
A confident John Browne says stu-
dents are well-behaved at Memorial 
University. Students largely agree, al-
though they still complain about cam-
pus enforcement. 
Browne, the manager of Campus 
Enforcement Patrol (CEP), considers 
MUN to be one of the safest campus-
es in the country. 
"We do have a greater problem 
with people not associated [with 
Memorial]," he said, adding that en-
forcement does its best to bar "unde-
sirables" from campus. 
Despite the rash of drug-related 
armed robberies around the St. John's 
area, MUN remains a relative oasis of 
security. Drug addicts and hooligans 
aren't the usual suspects on an aver-
age CEP beat. 
"Common complaints for CEP in-
clude disorderly conduct and noise 
complaints," he said. 
Beyond sporadic acts of vandalism 
and the antics of a few intoxicated stu-
dents, Browne stresses a decrease in 
overall criminal activity in the last 
two years. 
"That's not by chance," he said. "We 
have been successful in apprehending 
people breaking gate arms in parking 
lots and breaking window glass." 
Browne was unable to go into spe-
cifics regarding the actual numbers 
of incidents. 
Despite the reported decreases, the 
student body often takes a lukewarm 
stance towards the CEP. 
"Yeah, they caught me with open 
booze, so I suppose they do their job," 
said first-year engineering student Ian 
MacDonald. 
Others, like fourth-year religious 
studies student Krystle Dean, dis-
agree: "They're completely useless and 
are taking too much of my money ... 
just like parking cops." 
Where many Canadian universi-
Rave busted for illegal 
alcohol 
This is how we do 
it up in Airport 
Heights 
BY KATIE HYSLOP 
Police raided a rave in Airport Heights 
featuring world-renowned DJ Benny 
Benassi on Tuesday, Nov. 15 after re-
ceiving complaints from local resi-
dents of suspicious activity outside a 
local warehouse. 
Police and liquor inspectors shut 
down the concert soon after Benassi 
took the stage, confiscating alcohol 
and $1o,ooo in cash. 
"As we understand it then and up 
to this time, [the alcohol] had not 
been purchased properly," said Gene 
Healy of the Newfoundland Liquor 
Corporation (NLC). 
"Nor did they have the appropriate 
license in place to sell [liquor] at that 
type of operation, nor did they have 
clearance from the City of St. John's or 
the St. John's fire department." 
The event was heavily sponsored 
and advertised in St. John's, but ads 
said it would take place at an undis-
closed location. Shuttle buses waited 
outside the bar Liquid Ice and took 
people to a warehouse in Airport 
Heights. 
Brock Ballard, who organized the 
event with Stellar Island Productions, 
told the CBC he obtained a liquor li-
cense and had adequate security in 
place. 
"They had a catering license, which 
is clearly not intended to be used for a 
lounge environment," said Healy. 
A catering license requires meals to 
be served in addition to alcohol. The 
only food that police and liquor in-
spectors reportedly found was three 
trays of fruit backstage. 
Krysta Fitzpatrick attended the rave 
and she confirms Ballard's claims of a 
Benny Benassi could not begin his performance in an Airport Heights 
warehouse last week due to a police shutdown. 
security presence. She says IDs were 
checked, but she did not witness any-
one being searched for drugs oral-
cohol. 
"They just pretty much took our 
tickets," said Fitzpatrick. 
"[The posters] said that it was a 19 
[and over] show, but ... there was ob-
viously kids there under 19." 
But, she observed St. John 
Ambulance paramedics in atten-
dance. 
"I remember we were in line for coat 
check and a girl started to have an 
asthma attack, and ambulance peo-
ple were right there," she said. 
In addition to selling alcohol, 
Fitzpatrick says bottles of water were 
available to patrons for $4.50 each. 
A poll on my.mun.ca on Nov. 22 
asked students if they agreed with the 
decision to shut down the rave. Forty-
nine per cent said yes, 49 per cent said 
no, and three per cent had no answer. 
(Numbers were rounded to produce a 
total of 101 per cent.) 
The liquor board is reviewing the 
case to determine if charges should 
be brought against the organizers - a 
process that could take some time. 
"They're definitely in contraven-
tion of the conditions of the license 
based on what we have in this point 
and time," said Healy. "They [had] not 
purchased the alcohol in compliance 
with the act and regulations as well." 
Penalties can range from dismiss-
ing the allegation of wrongdoing to 
cancelling the liquor license. 
"I can't see the worst scenario hap-
pening. My years of experience tells 
me that won't happen, but anything 
below that would be possible," Healy 
said. 
Benassi is a multi-platinum-selling 
artist and an unusually popular DJ 
to make an appearance in St. John's. 
He is well-known for his remix-
es of "Satisfaction" and "California 
Dreaming." 
Low voter turnout vexes student reps 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
apartment buildings, hire a webmas-
ter, participate in social events like 
Winter Carnival or intramurals, and 
improve marketing for the BPSA-run 
bar, Primers. 
Like the Paton College residenc-
es, the BPSA has society stand-
ing in Memorial's Students' Union 
(MUNSU), despite also housing grad-
uate students. Paton College and the 
BPSA get more funding than other so-
cieties, as well as money from Housing, 
Food & Conference Services. They are 
not privy to special program grants or 
photocopy credits. 
The BPSA runs on $1,SOO a year from 
MUNSU and $1,ooo from Housing. 
"That's only $2,500 for all the year's 
events and to run the bar, and the bar 
itself doesn't really make a lot of mon-
ey," said Corkum. "It's breaking even, 
there's not much struggle, but it could 
be better." 
Baker says MUNSU might not like 
it if the BPSA hiked its fees and put 
more money into Primers, since it's in 
competition with the MUNSU bar, The 
Breezeway. 
"We're operating a bar and they're 
operating a bar. So, I find I sense a little 
bit of a tension about that," said Baker. 
''I'm sure they'd much prefer there be 
only one bar on campus rather than 
another bar that caters to undergrad-
uate students." 
Corkum says MUNSU supports the 
BPSA and doesn't think Primers is a big 
concern for the union. 
"I don't see why they would have a 
problem with our bar being open," said 
Corkum. 
Baker says the BPSA may hold an-
other referendum in February. 
ties employ students as campus en-
forcement, Memorial employs full-
time staff. CEP works in conjunction 
with the Royal Newfoundland 
Constabulary (RNC) to investigate 
criminal acts. 
CEP officers first file an incident re-
port which is then transferred to its 
investigations office. The office works 
with the RNC and makes a mutual 
decision on whether or not to press 
charges. Despite the legwork done by 
campus enforcement, the RNC makes 
the final decision. 
Despite some negative criticism, 
Browne is still positive about the ef-
forts of CEP: "We have the occasion-
al break and entry ... [but] our cam-
. " pus IS very secure. 
Dean reluctantly agrees: "I don't 
worry about getting robbed or raped. 
So, yes, I feel safe." 
Campus Enforcement and Patrol 
says it keeps campus at least as safe 
as the rest of the St. John's. 
"Get a jump on 
your career .. 
while working 
on your degree." 
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Alcohol Awareness 
Week slays abuse myths 
BY HEIDI MURPHY 
This past week, MUN's Counselling 
Centre spearheaded the university's 
first annual Alcohol Awareness Week. 
The event focused on the impact alco-
hol has on people and their schoolwork, 
family, and career. 
Janet Krantz, an assistant professor 
with the Counselling Centre, says the 
turnout was excellent. The events in-
cluded educational sessions, a visual-
ly impaired obstacle course, and a film 
screening and discussion. Volunteers 
also distributed information and facts 
about alcohol and its effects and refer-
enced a website that calculates blood-
alcohol level. 
Krantz says students she spoke with 
were pleased that an event of this nature 
was finally happening on campus. 
Although the turnout was positive, 
not all students were so optimistic. First-
year psychology student Kayla Stanford 
said she "didn't feel it was necessary" 
and that promotion was weak. 
"MUN is plastered with posters. 
There's so many you can't read them 
all," she said. "The advertising for it just 
doesn't catch your eye." 
Alcohol Awareness Week also pre-
ceded National Addictions Awareness 
Week, which provincial Health Minister 
John Ottenheimer addressed in a press 
release. 
"Too often, we see young people 
give in to peer pressure and form hab-
its such as drinking, smoking, gam-
bling, or even taking illegal drugs," he 
said. "Soon, their habit becomes an ad-
diction- an addiction that can get in the 
Correction 
way of their ambitions." 
A spokesperson for Addictions 
Awareness Week is Canadian Idol run-
ner-up Rex Goudie, who once left a band 
because of a disagreement over drug 
use. In a recent television ad, he said 
he was enthusiastic to be a part of the 
campaign. 
"It doesn't matter who you are or 
where you come from, we all face chal-
lenges that can turn our lives upside-
down," he said. "I want teens to re-
member that they do have a choice. 
Stay real." 
Krantz says it is hard to determine 
what the drinking problem on cam-
pus is like, but she says it is less severe 
than perceived. 
According to a recent study pub-
lished in the Toronto Star, student binge 
drinking is exaggerated. 
Krantz agrees and thinks awareness 
is key, which is why the event focused on 
the consequences of alcohol abuse. 
The study also promotes raising 
awareness, because publicizing the 
truth about drinking levels will show 
irresponsible drinkers that their be-
haviour is abnormal so they can cor-
rect it. 
Stanford agrees: "Some people over-
indulge, but they don't represent the 
whole student body." 
Plans for next year's Alcohol 
Awareness Week are already under-
way and Krantz says it will be bigger 
and better. She says the university is be-
hind the Counselling Centre and that 
the event would not have been possible 
without help from university groups 
and community organizations. 
In the Nov. 10 story "Board of Regents lacks student voices" [The Muse Vol. 56 
Issue 9] it should have read that the Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Students' Union is only responsible for selecting on of the four student rep-
resentatives (the others being selected by the Graduate Student's Union, the 
Marine Institute's Students' Union and the Sir Wilfred Grenfell College Students' 
Union. 
Also, as Thorn Duggan is no longer an undergraduate student he is no lon-
ger MUNSU's student representative 
The Muse apologizes for any confusion these errors have caused. 
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Students attend convocation at a Chinese post-secondary institution. 
Jilin University-Lambton College offers Chi-
nese students technology degrees 
CoNTINUED FROM PACE 1 
That's contributing to our enrolment 
dollars and they spend money in the 
community." 
Graduates of the program have 
gone on to pursue graduate studies 
at MI and other universities. Many 
have joined the labour markets in ar-
eas all over the world. 
"Some graduates have gone straight 
back [to China], some are here in St. 
John's, some are in Toronto," said 
Fisher. "Under current immigra-
tion laws, they're allowed to work in 
Canada for a year after graduating 
as long as it's in their field. They've 
gone all over the place. Those return-
ing to China have gotten pretty good 
jobs." 
The Canadian government has 
fostered other links between na-
tional universities and the growing 
Chinese economy. The Canadian em-
bassy in Beijing now offers assistance 
to Canadian academic institutions 
seeking to establish training pro-
grams in China. 
Other Canadian universities of-
fer exchange programs with insti-
tutions in China. For example, York 
University in Toronto offers student 
exchange with Fudan University in 
Shanghai and the Hong Kong Institute 
of Education. 
While other universities are quick-
ly following suit, Fisher feels Jilin 
University-Lambton College's pro-
gram is unique. 
"This one's a bit different [in that] 
there's a big emphasis on English right 
up front. Quite often, English is a bit 
weak," he said. 
Fisher also detailed the possibility 
of further partnerships between Jilin 
University and MUN. 
"Jilin University has asked us to 
look at other opportunities for student 
exchanges. They've suggested there 
might be a few students who'd like 
to come over and do a science degree. 
They could do some of it in China and 
part of it here." 
Tony Dearness, a p~ofessor in 
MUN's business school who special-
izes in human resources, agrees that 
enrolment of international students 
at MUN is important in culturally 
diversifying the university. 
"I think, as far as having foreign 
students in our program, there's in-
tegration and exposure that's really 
important for students to have," said 
Dearness. 
He also believes the life and work 
experience international students 
bring can aid the labour market, both 
locally and abroad. 
"A lot of the foreign students I 
have dealt with had worked with for-
eign companies or had a lot of for-
eign contact," he said. "[International 
students] certainly have a wider per-
spective than people who haven't had 
the scope of experience they have." 
Union gets Board of Regents rep; VP finance's mom gets older 
BY SHEENA GooDYEAR 
It's the second-last issue of the se-
mester and I'm too tired to think of 
a witty introduction to this week's 
MUNSU Beat. 
One friend says I should com-
pare council members to charac-
ters from Buffy The Vampire Slayer. 
I had an odd vision of President 
Cletus Flaherty as a broody vampire 
with a soul who joined Memorial's 
Students' Union (MUNSU) to help 
the helpless with their student loan 
applications and find redemption 
for his sinful past. 
But, Flaherty was absent from this 
week's meeting, slaying rising tu-
ition fees and saving the post-sec-
ondary world from the forces of evil, 
no doubt. 
Actually, I think he was at a 
Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS) meeting. But, the rest of our 
fearless union leaders met like they 
do every Wednesday at s:oo pm in 
UC-2001. Here's what went down. 
• Arts Representative Chad 
Griffiths attended an open forum 
to discuss whether or not second 
languages should be required for un-
dergraduate degrees. Griffiths said 
that faculty from the language de-
partments agree that the arts are un-
derfunded. See story on pages. 
• Megan Mitchell is replacing 
Thorn Duggan as MUNSU's stu-
dent representative on the Board 
of Regents, the highest govern-
ing body for non-academic issues 
at Memorial. The Board already 
has reps from the Grenfell College 
Student Union, the Graduate 
Students' Union, and the Marine 
Institute Students' Union. 
"It was a pretty long and exten-
sive process," said VP Academic 
Katherine Giroux-Bougard. 
Students who want to talk to 
Mitchell can contact her through 
Giroux-Bougard at vpacademic. 
munsu@mun.ca. 
• Giroux-Bougard struck a com-
mittee to spread awareness about 
services available to students from 
the CPS. 
The CFS is a national student in-
terest group made up of So univer-
sity and college students' unions, 
including MUNSU. 
"A lot of students aren't aware 
they are members of the CPS," said 
Residence Rep Kristen Peddle. "A 
lot of people aren't even aware they 
are members of the local." 
• The union ratified Kate Tilley as 
social work representative. She was 
selected by an internal election in 
the School of Social Work. 
• VP Finance Mike Lovell says 
he is hoping to hold a flea market 
in the Smallwood Centre next se-
mester. He also made a special an-
nouncement to his mom. 
"Friday's a big day for me. It's my 
mom's birthday, so I'd like to wish 
her a happy birthday," he said. 
"AwVfw," said everyone else. 
···· · ;. 
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Second-language requirement sparks debate 
French department 
pleads too many 
students, not 
enough cash 
BY SHEENA GOODYEAR 
Too many students and too little 
funding have language· departments 
at Memorial reconsidering the sec-
ond-language requirement for arts 
students. 
(Currently, all students completing 
a Bachelor of Arts degree need to take 
two courses in the same second lan-
guage.) 
At an open forum last Wednesday, 
acting head of the Department of 
French and Spanish Virginia Harger-
Grinling said students can't learn an-
other language in just two semesters 
with oversized classes. 
This sparked debate from smaller 
departments who need the require-
ment to fill classes and attract majors 
and minors. 
"We in no way, shape, or form want 
to cut out the language requirements," 
said Frederick White, assistant profes-
sor with the Department of German 
and Russian. "[At] that meeting, I 
think there was tension because French 
was looking for a French solution for 
their problems and trying to get us to 
come on board with that. But, we want 
more students, not less." 
"Very few students come to univer-
sity even hazarding the notion of tak-
ing Russian and they get introduced 
to Russian mainly because of the lan-
guage requirement," he said. 
Arts students shouldn't scratch sec-
ond-language classes from their course 
lists yet, though, as most professors 
agree that the requirement should 
stay. 
"I don't think that we'll ask for it to 
be removed. We like the requirement 
and we believe in it ideologically," said 
French professor Magessa O'Reilly. 
He says the big issue is a lack of 
funding for languages. 
"The requirement brings an awful 
lot of students to us ... and we simply 
don't have the resources to deal with 
them. We can't hire enough people to 
teach because we don't have the bud-
get," he said. 
The Department of French and 
Spanish says language classes should 
be limited to 20 students to work effec-
tively, but most first-year French class-
es have between 30 and so. 
White says arts programs are gen-
erally underfunded while profession-
al departments are doing fine. 
"This is an issue about funding in 
the arts," said White. "The adminis-
tration has been telling us, 'Do more 
with less, do more with less, do more 
with less, and eventually we'll give 
you more,' but it never starts coming, 
and so eventually we have to say this 
is enough." 
Chad Griffiths, arts rep for MUNSU 
and student rep on the Faculty of Arts 
Academic Planning Committee -
Mayors square off over 
amalgamation. 
Wells says fiscal 
future of Mount 
Pearl, Paradise, and 
CBS in limbo 
BY ]AMIE FREEMAN 
This week, St. John's Mayor Andy Wells 
said that soaring debt ratios in Mount 
Pearl, Paradise, and Conception Bay 
South could lead to municipal amalga-
mation over the next five years. 
But, Mount Pearl Mayor Steve Kent 
disagrees. 
"[Amalgamation is] such: a non-issue 
today. The only one who continues to 
talk about it consistently would be the 
mayor of St. John's," he said. 
The push to amalgamate St. John's 
and Mount Pearl began in 1992 when 
former Premier Clyde Wells awarded 
the disputed Southlands housing de-
velopment to the capital city. 
Mount Pearl's appeal led to the for-
mation of a committee to review the 
issue under the premiership of Brian 
Tobin. The committee presented its 
findings in 1998, reaffirming the pre-
vious decision. 
Mount Pearl has never accepted the 
committee's decision. 
"The review process that took place 
in '97 was an absolute farce," said Kent. 
"It was partisan and the commission-
er [former lieutenant-governor Fred 
Russell] had his decision made be-
fore he started the process .... It was a 
shameful display of bad politics." 
"We continue to disagree with the 
position that was taken by the provin-
cial government," he said. 
Support from Mount Pearl residents 
on the amalgamation debate may be 
hard to earn. Besides issues of munic-
ipal pride, Mount Pearl residents pay 
lower property taxes than St. John's 
residents. 
Wells says that although the pro-
vincial government's interest in amal-
gamation has waned over the last two 
governments, new economic realities 
(such as the trimming of debt in the 
capital city and wild debt ratios else-
where) may reopen discussion. 
(A debt ratio is the percentage of rev-
enues generated each year that go to-
wards paying off debt. It is considered 
a leading indicator of a city's finan-
cial health.) 
Wells says that while St. John's has 
a debt ratio of 9.98 per cent, Mount 
Pearl's debt ratio is 17 per cent, and 
Conception Bay South's is 40 per cent. 
If the ratio in St. John's continues to fall 
as others rise, the city will be in a better 
position to negotiate amalgamation. 
"St. John's, right now, is the most 
efficient municipality in the region," 
Wells said. "We're well on our way to 
becoming debt-free." 
Some observers say it is in the in-
terest of the Northeast Avalon to have 
a larger, amalgamated capital city. 
If Mount Pearl and St. John's com-
bined, the total population would be 
126,000. 
But, Kent says the combined num-
bers argument doesn't stack up. The ac-
tual population would not increase and 
there is no reason the region cannot be 
marketed collectively as it stands. 
Wells prefers to concentrate on com-
bining the communities. 
"[If council] is sensible and man-
ages its finances prudently, [amalga-
mation] may take another five years, 
[but] it will work if it is done right," 
said Wells. 
Meanwhile, he plans to stay the 
course. 
"We're not going to have people 
marching in the streets over this is-
sue," he said. "You've ju~t got to deal 
with the political reality and keep mak-
ing your case." 
BAKHTIYAR PEER 
where the debate_started - agrees. 
"I think the language requirement 
is only one of many examples of the 
systemic and deliberate atrophy of the 
Faculty of Arts,'' he said. 
"If the university has a requirement 
for students and they're not adequate-
ly funding the departments that are 
responsible for this requirement, the 
university, simply put, are not doing 
their job." 
The committee will discuss the out-
come of the forum at its next meet-
ing and bring the funding concerns 
to the administration. Still, Associate 
Dean of Arts Peter Ayres says the mon-
ey isn't there. 
Ayres says it would cost the Faculty 
of Arts $45,600 to hire enough per-
course instructors to limit classes to 
20 students for first-semester French 
alone. 
"Neither the Faculty of Arts, as far 
as I know, nor the university at large 
has an extra $45,600 floating around," 
he said. 
"The financial implications would be 
enormous and the only way the budget 
can be made to work would be to cut 
other things, perhaps programs, even 
whole departments," said Ayres. 
Ayres says the first-year French re-
quirement for Faculty of Education 
students should be re-evaluated. 
Students entering education need 
to take French 1500, which adds to the 
class sizes. 
"A student in their first semester of 
university might go on to complete 
[French] 1500 and then go on their sec-
ond year to apply to the Bachelor of 
Education and come out of that may-
be three years later," said Ayres. 
"So, they're looking at up to five 
years since they did French 1500, which 
is a very elementary course in itself." 
Memorial recruiter sur-
vives Jordan bombings 
Cheryl Fisher 
ends trip early after 
terrorist attack 
BY ALEX BILL 
A Memorial employee was dangerously 
close to the site of the Jordan hotel bomb-
ings on Wednesday, Nov. 9. However, 
she escaped safely and returned home 
soon afterwards. 
Cheryl Fisher, an international stu-
dent recruitment officer at MUN, was 
leaving the pool area in the Grand Hyatt 
hotel when a suicide bomber activated 
a vest packed with explosives and ball 
bearings. 
The pool was located one floor above 
the lobby where the explosion oc-
curred. 
Fisher refused an interview saying 
the extensive media coverage and oth-
er interviews had taken their toll and 
were not helping her emotionally re-
cover, according to a communications 
employee with the Office of Student 
Recruitment. 
In an interview with The Guardian, 
Fisher said: "The wall in front of me just 
imploded. It didn't feel like an explosion, 
it was more like someone had dropped 
a very heavy object, like a crane, on the 
building." 
Along with the Grand Hyatt, the 
Radisson and Days Inn hotels in 
Amman, Jordan were also attacked in 
bombings that claimed the lives of 57 
people and injured over 100 more. Al-
Qaeda, led by Jordanian Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, has claimed responsibility for 
the attacks. 
Fisher was scheduled to travel to four 
other Middle Eastern nations during her 
trip, but due to the emotional impact of 
the attacks she returned home as soon 
as possible. 
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FPI cutbacks worry rural Newfoundlanders 
Possible job cuts 
and plan closures 
make worker's 
'blood boil' 
BY ]UANITA KING 
A drop in earnings and the threat 
of cutbacks to Fishery Products 
International operations has peo-
ple in the province concerned over 
the future of rural Newfoundland. 
BAKHTIYAR PEER 
is helping FPI to ease their finan-
cial problems. 
Grandy says the government 
needs to do something. 
"It's not like it's just Bonavista 
or Fortune. . .. It's [all of] 
Newfoundland. If FPI don't open 
next year ... what's the govern-
ment going to do then?" she said. 
"Everything is going to have to col-
lapse .... If the government doesn't 
soon do something, they're going to 
have a lot of people on their hands 
next year." 
Grandy isn't the only plant worker 
who feels FPI has let her down. 
"Since the management changed 
with FPI, they've made some wrong 
turns," said McCurdy. "They prom-
ised the Earth and sky and deliv-
ered substantially less to sharehold-
ers and to their employees, and now 
they've clearly got some fixing up 
to do." 
Earlier this month, Fisheries 
Products International (FPI) an-
nounced a net loss of $5.1-million 
during its third quarter. The same 
day, the company made chang-
es to its senior management team. 
Derrick Rowe stepped down as 
chief executive officer and Kevin 
Kavanaugh was promoted to chief 
operating officer of Ocean Cuisine 
International - a subsidiary of FPI 
- after Kevin Murphy announced 
his retirement. Fisheries Products International may have fewer grocery stands after a plan for across-the-board cuts. 
McCurdy feels that FPI's prima-
ry operations in Newfoundland and 
Labrador· have been a lower priori-
ty than they should have been in re-
cent years. Liberal opposition lead-
ers have made similar complaints, 
accusing FPI of allowing Canadian 
fish to be processed in Great Britain 
while local plants face cutbacks. 
FPI is a major employer in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, so 
the third-quarter results are wor-
risome for many people across the 
province, especially those involved 
in the fishery. 
<i'For FPI 'to'treaftlteir ~6rkeis'tll~ way iliey're'·tl6ing':... ifmakes my blood btiil:' 
Because of this, Grandy says her 
employment insurance will cut off 
early this spring. 
Rowe says the company faces chal-
lenges but assures that cost-efficien-
cy measures will be implemented 
and a review will continue until the 
end of 2005. 
"A fundamental re-examination 
of the way we do business from the 
boardroom to the plant floor is ab-
solutely essential," he said in a press 
release. "FPI will be cutting costs 
right across the board." 
He added that nothing can be de-
termined about specific operations 
until the company has met with all 
its stakeholders. 
Fish, Food, and Allied Workers 
Union President Earle McCurdy says 
FPI should be able to overcome its 
financial woes. 
"It's a substantial company which 
is going through a difficult pe-
riod fast and has had to adjust to 
those problems and work their way 
through it," he said. "They have 
some financial problems that they 
have to address." 
FPI workers have different sen-
timents. 
Christine Grandy has worked for 
FPI for 27 years at the Bonavista 
plant. She was laid off at the end of 
July. 
"Things shouldn't be the way 
[they are]. FPI treats their workers 
like dirt. There's a lot of good work-
ers that work in [the] Bonavista plant 
and they work hard. They don't stop 
from the time they go in until the 
time they go home," she said. "For 
FPI to treat their workers the way 
they're doing - it makes my blood 
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Cnristine"Granlty, fotmer·FPI employee 
boil." 
Since the layoffs, some plant work-
ers in Bonavista have been employed 
for make-work projects, but there 
have not been enough jobs for ev-
eryone. 
Grandy says that Bonavista 
shouldn't need make-work projects 
with the province's abundance of 
natural resources. 
"Those make-work projects are 
only a waste of time. They get mini-
mum wage, and what unemployment 
[insurance] are they going to get this 
winter? Not even enough to make 
their payments, not even enough to 
survive on," she said. 
But, McCurdy says a lot of plants 
always see layoffs this time of year. 
"There's certainly a big question 
mark over Fortune once the income 
trusts fail to go through," he said. "I 
think, for now at least, we got to ex-
pect to be meeting with the compa-
ny in the near future." 
Worried plant workers have ques-
tioned whether or not the govern-
ment should get involved to find 
solutions. McCurdy says he doesn't 
know of any ways the government 
"I don't expect to have a job there 
this year," she said. "If the plant clos-
es down, I'm not staying around here 
on social services. I've got no other 
choice but to move." 
However, McCurdy hopes plant 
workers like Grandy won't have to 
move away. 
"It's not good - FPI is an impor-
tant part of the economy of outport 
Newfoundland," he said. "If that 
company gets into financial diffi-
culties, there's quite a ripple effect 
to that, so I certainly hope they are 
able to get their problems under con-
trol and turned around." 
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Thursday nights-popular across Canada · 
Students, partying 
habits force 
McMaster to adapt 
three-day weekend 
lifestyle 
BY HILARY AGRO 
HAMILTON, Ont. (CUP) -Taking a 
page from Memorial's campus bar The 
Breezeway, Thursday is the new Friday 
at McMaster University in Hamilton, 
Ontario. 
"Thursday is the start of the week-
end for me and most people I know," 
said Danielle Thompson, a first-year 
humanities student at McMaster. 
"Thursday night is the rowdiest. 
Friday's spent recovering." 
The tradition of an unofficial three-
day weekend at university is hard-
ly new, says Susie O'Brien, a cultural 
studies associate professor. 
"When I was an undergrad in the 
late '8os, Thursday was the big party 
night," she said. 
Tim Walters, popular culture assis-
tant professor, said: "A large chunk of 
the student population thinks that this 
is the four years that they have to en-
joy themselves before they get sucked 
into the grey and dreary world of nine-
to-five work." 
"My decisions are based more on 
partying than studying," said first-year 
social science student Sarah Milne. 
"But, my grades are still good. The long 
weekend is a positive thing - it helps 
you enjoy yourself here more. It's the 
Another popular Thursday night at The Breezeway, much like th~ rest of Canada's campus bars. 
crazy things that you remember from 
your time at university." 
O'Brien says the newfound free-
dom that comes with being a first-
year student adds to the Thursday 
night craze. 
"Part of defining ourselves as adults 
involves negotiating rules about so-
cially appropriate behaviou r," said 
O'Brien. "It feels a little bit rebellious 
because the weekend doesn't official-
ly start until Friday, but because there 
aren't a lot of classes on Friday it's a 
pretty safe rebellion." 
McMaster has nine class slots on 
Friday and 10 every other day of the 
week. 
"Both terms this year I have no class-
es on Friday," said Donovan Dyer, a 
fourth-year classics and history stu-
dent. "Friday's always been a light day 
for me. And if my triends have cou rs-
es on Friday, they're not likely to go 
to them." 
When discussing which came first, 
hard-partying Thursdays or relaxed 
Fridays, it's the classic chicken-or-the-
egg conundrum. 
"Long ago, the school began to re-
alize that they weren't getting similar 
enrolments for Friday classes or tuto-
rials because people often go away on 
weekends," said Walters. "When I was 
in residence, Thursday tended to be the 
only night when everyone was around. 
So, they cut the amount of classes of-
fered on Friday and then students be-
gan taking advantage of this new pol-
. )) tcy even more. 
It's not only the university class 
schedule that caters to the three-day 
weekend mindset. Quarters, a campus 
bar and restaurant, holds one of its two 
big nights on Thursday. 
"We have pub nights on Thursdays 
and Saturdays to give people the day 
off in between," said Ismael Viegas, the 
general manager of Quarters. "Having 
them in on Friday and Saturday would 
be redundant." 
At Memorial, Thursday has tradi-
tionally been the biggest night at The 
Breezeway campus bar. 
As graduates carry their weekly ri t-
uals into the workplace, the business 
world is starting to use the same time-
frame for its nights out. Thursday night 
is the official stockbrokers' night out 
in Toronto. 
"It's part of the 'work hard, play 
hard' ethic of our society," said O'Brien. 
"While it might feel like an escape from 
the daily grind of work or school, it 
actually works remarkably well to lu-
bricate the capitalist machine - in the 
business world, drinking forges bonds 
with coworkers and clients." 
After years of being slaves to the five-
day workweek, students and profes-
sors alike are big fans of the relaxed 
trend. 
"I myself was a three-day weekend 
kind of student and I wouldn't have 
changed a thing. But, that's likely very 
bad advice," Walters laughed. "I don't 
think it's the end of the world if people 
enjoy themselves a bit too much while 
they're here." 
Thompson says she believes that it 
might be a trend, but that it's not nee· 
essarily bad. 
"In a few years, the weekend will 
start on Wednesday, and by 2020 we'll 
just be drunk all week long." 
Lowering tuition is provinces' job: human resources minister 
BY NADYA BELL 
OTTAWA (CUP)- It's up to the provinc-
es to lower tuition, said federal Human 
Resources Minister Belinda Stronach 
after a meeting with the Canadian 
Alliance of Student Associations on 
Nov.17. 
Stronach was one of over 140 govern-
ment officials and politicians meeting 
with the Canadian Alliance of Student 
Associations (CASA) at the Lord Elgin 
Hotel in Ottawa during their national 
conference week. 
Improving the grants program and 
encouraging national discussion on ed-
ucation policy were on the table as ar-
eas where the federal government is in-
volved in post -secondary education. 
In October, Stronach promised tu-
ition relief would be the main focus of 
the $1.5-billion earmarked for post-sec-
ondary education in the Liberals' bud-
get passed this summer. 
"Tuition fees are, as you know, a re-
sponsibility of the province, but we 
spent some time talking about grants," 
Stronach said. 
The federal government plans to 
spend nearly $8-billion on students, 
universities, and education-related pro-
grams over the next five years, accord-
ing to the fiscal update announcement 
onNov.14. 
"We've obviously listened to what 
CASA has to say and responded to that 
by making a significant investment of 
$500-million to extend the Canada 
Access Grant to low-income families 
and others that need it," said Stronach. 
CASA held a wine and cheese event 
on Parliament Hill for MPs after the fis-
cal update. 
But, an election in the next few 
months could affect the spending plan, 
even if the Liberal government remains 
in power. 
Any bills not passed when an election 
is called will have to be reintroduced 
when Parliament returns. This means 
the fiscal plan could be changed when 
revived after a vote. 
CASA National Director Phillippe 
Ouellette says he talked to the minis-
198 DUCKWORTH STREET 
DOWNTOWN 
USED CDs, DVDs & VINYL 
ter about the need for a first ministers' 
conference on post-secondary educa-
tion as a step towards a dedicated edu-
cation transfer payment and a national 
education accord. 
"Everybody is endorsing this. All stu-
dent organizations endorse the dedicat-
ed transfer, provinces are interested in 
this, political parties are interested in 
this. It's time to do it now," Ouellette 
said. 
CASA members also met with pol-
iticians Peter McKay, Scott Brison, 
Stephen Harper, Jack Layton, Alexa 
McDonough, Ralph Goodale, and Gilles 
Duceppe. 
"We're not just concentrating on the 
leaders of parties, but also on the back-
Focus on yo·ur 
a-possibilities 
benchers that can do quite a bit for stu-
dents," said Ouellette. 
"Students have to be heard right now, 
and that's what CASA is doing," he said. 
"We're making sure they are being heard 
by government officials that make these 
decisions." 
Stronach says the youth vote is ex-
tremely important to her. She says she 
met with students to make sure Liberal 
programs are relevant to students and 
Canadians. 
"The dialogue needs to happen. We 
need to talk about education and lifelong 
learning in this country. It needs to be 
elevated to the same status that health 
care has had in the last couple of years," 
Stronach said. 
·------------· _,....._~----..-----------------------.... 
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Threat of protests forces pro~ ~lac~ Friday 
1. £ £ 1 Inspires some, 1 e con erence to re ocate . k th 
Pro-lifers lobby 
Ottawa for 
abortion limits 
BY ]EREMY DELMAN 
MONTREAL (CUP) - A pro-life 
conference intended for St. Joseph's 
Oratory in Montreal last weekend 
relocated at the last minute to avoid 
planned protests. 
Officials at the oratory asked 
the Canadian National Pro-Life 
Conference to choose a different 
venue after learning that the pro-
choice group Abort Their Conference 
(ATC) was planning a demonstration. 
The conference was relocated to La 
Bible Parle, an evangelical church in 
Cartierville. 
"It's kind of a victory to have it re-
located last minute, but our main ob-
jective was to not have it in Montreal," 
said Mathieu Theriault, a spokesper-
son for ATC, which was founded two 
months ago specifically to protest the 
conference. "They want to bring us 
back so years, [to] when the church 
controlled our personal decisions in 
Quebec." 
Jim Hughes, the national presi-
dent of the Campaign Life Coalition 
(CLC), one of the two groups spon-
soring the conference, says it was the 
first time in his 27-year career that 
the annual conference was forced to 
relocate. 
He says his group may hold anoth-
er conference in Montreal. 
"Abortion is one of the main con-
tributing factors of the declining birth 
rate in Quebec," he said. "I hate watch-
ing this happen." 
Hughes says abortion and low birth 
rates threaten French-Canadian cul-
ture. 
"The French culture is disappearing 
here, and you can have all the immi-
gration you want, but it's not the same 
people coming in," he said. 
The CLC is a major pro-life lob-
by group in Canada. It has recently 
been stepping up its lobbying efforts 
in Ottawa to introduce legislation that 
would limit the number of abortions 
performed in Canada. Hughes says 
he believes a majority of Canadians 
would like to see abortions limited 
in some way. 
Theriault says his organization re-
ceived several intimidating phone 
calls from conference delegates af-
ter the conference was relocat-
ed. Meanwhile, the pro-life website 
lifesite.net blamed the relocation on 
"homosexual activist groups." 
The Montreal Gazette reported on 
Friday that Campagne Quebec Vie, 
the other host of the conference, is 
suing the Holy Cross Fathers, who 
run the oratory, for breeching their 
contract. 
Filmmaker probes Canadian oil 
company's abuses in Ecuador 
BY lMAI WELCH 
MONTREAL (CUP) - A new docu-
mentary could make the world think 
twice about doing business with 
Canadians. 
Canadian oil companies in Ecuador 
have committed human rights and en-
vironmental abuses for profit, which 
contradicts Canadian ideals, says en-
vironmental activist and documenta-
ry filmmaker Nadja Drost. 
Drost illustrates this in her new 
film Between Midnight And The 
Rooster's Crow, screened last Friday 
at the Rencontres Internationales du 
Documentaire de Montreal. 
Drost made the film in two years 
while travelling between Canada and 
Ecuador. It details problems with a 
new pipeline running through the 
Northeastern Ecuador in areas prone 
to landslides, volcanic activity, and 
earthquakes. The pipeline is predom-
inately owned by En Can a, an oil and 
gas company run out of Alberta. 
The film also documents EnCana's 
use of military and police coercion on 
locals to approve the pipeline. One 
elder whose tribe lives in its tradi-
tional lands in the Amazon says they 
gave EnCana permission to drill for 
oil on their lands because the mili-
tary would have forced them if they 
refused. 
But, EnCana and Ecuadorian offi-
cials argue that oil-related projects are 
needed for economic development. 
Drost also questions EnCana's 
commitment to corporate responsi-
bility, which she sees as an important 
part of Cana.dian business culture. 
She notes EnCana's cut-and-run sale 
of its Ecuadorian assets to a Chinese 
consortium for $1.42-billion CDN last 
year, asking if such sales "absolve a 
company from the negative impacts 
of its actions." 
While EnCana did not technical-
ly break Ecuadorian laws, Drost says 
the company should have held itself 
to Canadian morals and internation-
allaw. 
"A higher standard is holding your-
self to human rights laws ... and ensur-
ing that you are following Canadian 
regulations as though you were on 
Canadian soil," said Drost after the 
viewing. "I think it's abiding by your 
company's code of conduct." 
Drost says the purpose of her film 
is to show Canadians their country's 
corporate abuses abroad. She says 
these companies serve as ambassa-
dors of Canadian ethics and morals 
in Third World countries. 
"I think a lot of [people] feel that 
Canada has had a lot of positive in-
fluence on the world stage and that 
those are important Canadian val-
ues," said Drost. "Yet, our investment 
and trade agreements often complete-
ly go against those values and I think 
that's very disturbing for people to see 
on the screen, to see visually." 
Ir so ers 
BY RACHEL MOLNAR 
REGINA (CUP) - International Buy 
Nothing Day has become a day of pro-
test and social activism around the 
globe. 
The day was started by the magazine 
Adbusters in 1993 and aims to make 
people aware of their spending habits 
by encouraging them to take a 24-hour 
break from buying anything. 
Also referred to as Black Friday, it 
is the day directly following American 
Thanksgiving, falling on Nov. 25 this 
year. It tends to be the busiest retail-
shopping day of the year and, exactly 
one month before Christmas, it is seen 
by many as the first day of the official 
shopping season. 
University of Regina history ma-
jor Nathan Bauche says Buy Nothing 
Day is important to everyone, espe-
cially students. 
"As one of the largest consumer 
groups in our society, [students] tend 
to be exploited by multinationals. It 
is essential that we send a message to 
large companies and corporations to 
remind them of the power we wield 
with our wallets," said Bauche. 
"Students have enough expenses 
without being constantly bombarded 
with promos, advertising, drink ma-
chines, credit card or cellphone sign-
ups, jewellery, or poster sales." 
Students have mixed attitudes to-
wards the day. 
"Why should I care about how my 
spending habits affect poor people on 
the other side of the world?" said one 
business administration student. 
Bauche says people need to think 
about the bigger picture and not un-
derestimate their power. 
"People today tend to forget the 
power of their actions. After all, ac-
tion does speak louder than words," 
he said. 
Film student Jean-Francois X says 
there are two reasons participation in 
Black Friday is low at the University 
of Regina. 
"It's very easy to justify any form of 
consumption that we feel bound to by 
convenience. Buy the cup of coffee in 
the morning and say, 'Well, I really just 
buy coffee, I'm not like one of those re-
ally bad consumers.' Then, go about 
your day as per usual," he said. 
"Another thing that makes the 
event easy to avoid is that as far as 
activist action is concerned, one day 
of non-participation feels fairly triv-
ial when one considers the billions of 
dollars that will be fed into the global 
economy on Nov. 25 without even the 
slightest regard for the earnest state-
ment of a few." 
"Start your Christmas Shopping Early" 
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I've been here three years now. I al-
most have a degree. But, apparent-
ly, I'm still not old enough to have an 
opinion - not one that counts, any-
way. 
As far as I can tell, Memorial's man-
date is to educate students in the art of 
regurgitating stuff people with PhDs 
have already said. I'm a political sci-
ence major, and in almost all of my 
classes the major assignment is to find 
academic essays at the library, read 
them, and rehash their arguments in 
a neat little essay. But, for goodness 
sake, don't include your own opin-
ion, whatever you do. 
I'm not saying I don't have anything 
to learn from those who came before 
LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 
School fees 
irrespective 
of school 
quality 
This letter is in response to an arti-
de in The Muse (Volume 56, Issue 9) 
called "Shortage draws students into 
trades." 
The tone of the article - which ties 
education type with employability 
and salary- is set in its first sentence: 
"Studies show a university degree is 
worth the financial cost. ... " 
Although superficially benign, this 
is a premise proponents of higher tu-
ition fees consistently use to argue that 
the individuals who pursue post-sec-
ondary education, as an important in-
vestment yielding significant personal 
benefits, should pay for it. The implica-
tion is that since university graduates 
make comparatively better salaries in 
the long run, it is reasonable - indeed 
righteous - to charge significant fees 
for getting an education. 
By emphasizing the benefit to the 
individual, proponents ofhigher tu-
ition fees seek to discount the rela-
tionship between fees, financial back-
ground, and access. They argue that 
the benefits of higher education are 
so tremendously self-evident that the 
choice of some people (who often hail, 
coincidentally enough, from low-in-
come families) not to pursue higher 
education is irrationally based on inac-
curate information about the costs of 
university or college education. 
They contend that if people were 
only better informed about the costs 
and benefits of higher education, they 
would be more comfortable with high-
er tuition fee models. Therefore, gov-
ernment needn't bother itself with 
funding tuition fee reductions, it 
should just write better, glossier infor-
mation pamphlets. 
The argument is both false and pa-
tronizing. There are scores of domestic 
and international evidence that dem-
onstrate financial background is the 
single most important determinant 
of a person's ability to access post -sec-
ondary education and that tuition fees 
- the highest cost students face - are 
me, but I'm tired of having to back 
every claim I make with reference to 
some academic douchebag published 
in a dusty periodical. 
Professors justify this tac.tic by say-
ing we need to learn how to use the li-
brary and understand academic argu-
ments. So, after three years, I'm almost 
qualified to use a search engine and 
read English. If students haven't fig-
ured out that much after first year, 
maybe they should consider some-
thing simpler - like Introduction To 
Pies. 
It's not just my faculty. I have friends 
in the philosophy department who are 
almost finished school but haven't got-
ten the chance to write any, y'know, 
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the most significant financial barri-
er. This stands to reason - the more 
expensive something is, the fewer the 
people who can afford it. 
Furthermore, although there is no 
disputing that a post-secondary ed-
ucation greatly improves individu-
al economic prospects and living stan-
dards, the individual benefit argument 
ignores the collective gains of society 
through funding post-secondary ed-
ucation. By providing its citizens with 
higher education through collected 
taxes, a government improves a soci-
ety's productivity and health, reduces 
crime and reliance on social assistance 
and employment insurance, all while 
increasing its tax base. 
In short, ensuring that all people 
have access to university and college 
by joining together to fund affordable 
education will create a happier, health-
ier, safer, more equitable and more 
productive society we all can enjoy. 
Finally, it is ironic that The Muse 
chose a private college operator as 
a spokesperson for college train-
ing. With reams of evidence show-
ing that graduates of private colleg-
es in Newfoundland and Labrador are 
woefully underemployed because their 
substandard yet outrageously expen-
sive diplomas aren't recognized in the 
workforce, an Academy Canada prin-
cipal hardly seems a reasonable choice 
to represent the merits of college ed-
ucation. 
Surely The Muse could have found 
a representative from the vastly supe-
rior, internationally renowned (and 
publicly funded) College of the North 
Atlantic - whose graduates are in ex-
philosophy. Their professors tell them 
the quest for truth is dead, so they'll 
just have to make do with reading 
what lots of dead people wrote and 
rewriting it in essay form until they're 
done. Then, they can teach the same 
thing to other students. 
I think there's something sinister 
behind these unchallenging, mind-
numbingly dull and pointless exercis-
es. It's the same thing behind most of 
Memorial's problems this year- over-
population. 
What professor wants to grade hun-
dreds of original research papers, 
where each one has to be read care-
fully and critically? 
Other classes are so huge that 
tremely high demand - for a more 
trustworthy comment. 
Jessica Magalios 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Chairperson 
Canadian Federation of Students 
MUN 
students 
ungrateful 
Every time I pick up The Muse, some-
one is ranting about how expensive tu-
ition is and how it should be free to at-
tend university (see "Make education 
free" in Volume 56, Issue 10). 
While Joey Smallwood was premier, 
Newfoundland and Labrador did offer 
free tuition, so the concept isn't new. 
The fact is that the province is billions 
of dollars in debt and before students 
see anything free, that debt needs to 
be removed. 
Personally, I think MUN students 
should be the last to complain. After 
all, MUN tuition is the lowest in the 
country. In order to get my degree, I 
have to leave the province. I have to 
pay tuition and residence fees in Nova 
Scotia, which has some of the highest 
tuition rates in Canada. But, it's the 
closest place to Newfoundland that 
offers the degree I wish to complete. 
Therefore, I must pay more than.dou-
ble the tuition I am paying at MUN, 
LETTERS AND OPINION POLICY 
they don't even bother with real ex-
ams. Remember first-year psycholo-
gy, taught on a giant screen and eval-
uated only through multiple-choice 
tests? Why are we paying big mon-
ey to memorize facts in a textbook 
like high school when we should be 
thinking critically? We shouldn't have 
multiple-choice exams at a universi-
ty level. 
The university's solution is to hire 
more per-course instructors to replace 
tenured professors. But, if our under-
graduate degrees can't even teach us 
the basics of research, we're eventual-
ly going to run out of qualified grad 
students too. 
Sheena Goodyear 
not to mention over $6,ooo a year to 
live in residence. 
I think MUN students constantly 
bitching about how unfair it is to pay 
for an education should deem them-
selves lucky. They are the ones who 
will emerge with the smallest loans. 
If you want to protest something, ad-
dress the whole issue. Eliminating tu-
ition in Newfoundland and Labrador 
is unfair to the rest of Canada. The 
first step is to lower tuition across the 
country to some sort of standardized 
rate. If that ever happens, then you 
can take it to the next level of mak-
ing it free for all Canadians. 
Sarah Ball 
Rebecca 
needs to 
work on her 
'job skillz 
What a crock of shite your so-called 
sex columnist wrote about giving a 
blowjob last week ("Job well done," 
Volume 56, Issue 10). It's a disser-
vice to the people out there who re-
ally care to learn something about it 
and the men who would benefit from 
their learning. 
Holland gets some of it right, but 
misses on so many areas. It's all 
about style and she clearly has little: 
"[Having] your guy thrust into your 
mouth" is not only dangerous for the 
unskilled, but it promotes the aggres-
sive, abusive approach to an act that is 
better served with a little sensitivity. 
Since those in the position of want-
ing to learn are mostly intimidated 
and inexperienced, that bit of advice 
is probably the worst thing they could 
start with. Did she learn her skills by 
watching donkeys screw? 
Surely the editorial staff, many of 
whom are men, must have read this 
thinking either, "Well, that's sort of 
an okay description," or they are of 
the school that asks: 
Q: What do you call the worst blow-
job you've ever had? 
A: Awesome. 
It's a funny joke, but damn frustrat-
ing when it really happens. Holland 
doesn't know what she's talking about. 
Like they say - those that can, do; 
those that can't, teach. 
Fear not! You don't have to get your 
throat stuffed like a Christmas tur-
key to please your man and yourself. 
Gtron Sistem 
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One in four of you will read 
this article 
HERE AND THERE 
BY ALEX BILL 
Let me leave some advice for occasion-
ally gullible students over Christmas: 
Don't believe everything you hear. 
Unlike newspaper articles, whose 
motives and accuracy are constantly 
questioned (for good reason), special 
interest groups often escape the same 
scrutiny. These groups can be govern-
ments, advocacy and lobby groups, 
for-profit institutions, or medical as-
sociations, among others. 
These are people who freely throw 
around information without backing 
it up. Finding a source, let alone how 
the research was done, is often an im-
possible task. While some causes use 
misinformation for good, others con-
trol it for a negative effect. 
The Bush administration and its 
claims of a connection between Iraq 
and Al-Qaeda and its even more er-
roneous statements about Saddam 
Hussein's weapons of mass destruc-
tion fell under great scrutiny and crit-
icism. 
Indeed, those who use misinforma-
tion to the detriment of society find 
more astute observers challenging 
them at every turn. Those who present 
false information for a worthy cause 
tend to get away with it far more easi-
ly- most people don't want to be seen 
as antagonists to a good cause. 
The feminist movement and the 
sexual assault statistic regarding one 
in every four women is a prime ex-
ample. 
At Memorial, the one-in-four statis-
tic is presented to give the impression 
that one-in-four women will survive 
sexual assault or rape in her lifetime. 
However, various women's groups 
across North America and Europe 
present the statistic differently. 
Well-known women's rights groups 
claim that one-in-four children will 
experience sexual abuse before the age 
of 18, one-in-four college women re-
port surviving rape or attempted rape 
since their fourteenth birthday, and 
one-in-four Canadian (or American) 
women will be sexually assaulted dur-
ing .her lifetime. 
Is this a wild coincidence? Not 
likely, since some of the one-in-four 
claims actually contradict each other. 
When most of these groups present 
their information, they say "studies 
show" or "research indicates" with-
out ever providing a source. 
Lesbian, bisexual, gay, and trans-
gendered advocacy groups use the 
same practice. These groups, includ-
ing those at Memorial, commonly use 
a statistic claiming that one-in-10 peo-
ple is homosexual. 
While such a large number may 
help establish the mindset that ho-
mosexuals are equal and common 
members of society (which they are), 
the statistic simply isn't true. 
Sociologists and other researchers 
attribute this misinformation to the 
studies of famous Indiana University 
researcher Alfred Kinsey. Although 
his research was lauded as ground-
breaking when it originally surfaced, 
much of it has since been proven 
false. 
The most recent academic studies of 
homosexuality have numbers around 
2 - 3 per cent of the male population 
and 1 - 2 per cent of the female popu-
lation. Census data shows 1.3 per cent 
of Canadian men and 0.7 per cent of 
Canadian women consider themselves 
homosexual. 
Medical associations also inflate 
numbers for fundraising or awareness 
purposes. They will provide research, 
but it is often discredited in academ-
ic circles because it was done to yield 
a desired result. Many mental-health 
organizations claim that one-in-four 
people suffer or will suffer from a se-
rious mental disorder. 
According to economist Steven 
D. Levitt, one of the authors of best-
seller Freakonomics, special interest 
groups regularly use false informa-
tion to gather support or money for 
their causes. 
Levitt highlights the case of Mitch 
Snyder, an advocate for the homeless 
who made waves with his declaration 
that there were three million homeless 
people in the U.S. 
At a presentation to university stu-
dents, Snyder went too far and claimed 
that 45 homeless people die in the U.S. 
every second, the equivalent of 1.4-
billion people a year. Snyder later re-
vealed his figures were false, that the 
media pressured him to release anum-
ber and he needed one to benefit his 
cause. 
The phenomenon of good people 
using false information isn't limited to 
small advocacy groups. Large institu-
tions commonly circulate unsubstan-
tiated information as well. 
One of the biggest offenders in this 
group is the People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA), which 
commonly makes outrageous claims 
Local dun1ping sets toxic 
precedent 
BY STEPHEN MAYOR 
Trout Pond near Buchans, 
Newfoundland and Labrador is one 
of the most remote areas on the is-
land. Here, away from the gaze of 
environmental watchdogs, a mining 
company called Aur Resources may 
deteriorate the way mining compa-
nies across Canada can operate. 
In a rarely examined portion of 
Canada's Fisheries Act - the Metal 
Mining Effluent Regulations (MMER) 
- there is a special list of ponds and 
lakes. If a water body makes it onto 
that list, its legal definition changes 
to a tailing impoundment area. That 
makes it an industrial waste dump 
where the prohibitions of the Fisheries 
Act don't apply. Environment Canada 
has agreed to put Trout Pond on that 
list. 
Mining is necessary in today's so-
ciety and some mining companies 
have begun to mine in ways that re-
duce environmental damage. But, the 
mine at Trout Pond is different - it 
will be the first new mine in Canada 
to legally dump acid-generating tail-
ings into a live pond full of brook 
trout, Atlantic salmon, and water-
fowl. 
. This sets a dangerous precedent for 
but rarely provides sources or re-
search. 
For an example, see the group's 
recent warning about turkeys pro-
vided just in time for American 
Thanksgiving: "The Bush administra-
tion is trying to deal with the problem, 
but experts warn that current factory-
farm conditions, in which turkeys are 
drugged up and bred to grow so quick-
ly they can barely walk, are a prescrip-
tion for disease outbreaks. Eating a 
turkey carcass contaminated with bird 
flu could kill you, and currently avail-
able drugs might not work." 
Despite the fact that avian flu has 
yet to be found in turkeys, let alone 
U.S. turkeys bred for consumption, 
PETA freely provides such claims 
without giving any sources or pro-
viding its methods of research. 
The Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society, an anti-seal lobbyist group 
headed by accused racist Paul Watson, 
is in the same boat. 
Former Fisheries Minister Trevor 
Taylor wrote in a letter to Ihe Muse 
that the provincial government ex-
amined the website for 22 anti-sealing 
organizations such as Sea Shepherd 
and found that 14 of them used im-
ages of whitecoat (often mistakenly 
called baby) seals to promote them-
selves. However, whitecoats have been 
protected from harvesting since the 
early 1980s. 
I am not giving these examples to 
belittle the work of any group (except 
Sea Shepherd, which deserves much 
worse). However, just because they do 
it for a good cause doesn't make lying 
right. My advice over the Christmas 
break is to take not only news stories, 
but everything strangers tell you, with 
a heavy grain of salt. 
new mines across the country, seven 
of which are already planning to use 
lakes frequented by fish as dumps for 
toxic tailings. 
Newfoundlanders have not been 
adequately consulted about this mine. 
In fact, I heard about this not from 
concerned individuals in Buchans but 
from a colleague in Ottawa who won-
dered what action Newfoundlanders 
were prepared to take. 
Justice needed to end the silence 
BY KATIE HYSLOP 
Sexual assault is an unfortunate re-
ality in human society. It happens 
to everyone, regardless of age and 
gender, and can include unwanted 
touching, forced oral sex, and vagi-
nal or anal penetration. 
The reported cases of sexual as-
sault usually lead to justice for the 
victims and their families and send 
a message to future offenders that 
sexual violence is wrong and that it 
will not be tolerated. At least, that's 
how it's supposed to happen. 
Last week in Nain, Labrador, 
three men were sentenced for their 
role in an attack on a young worn-
an in September. They had beaten 
her, touched her sexually, dragged 
her down the street by her hair, 
then stripped and sexually assault-
ed her. 
Amazingly, she had enough 
strength and courage to report this 
attack to the police, and the three 
men were arrested and charged. 
Nothing could take back what hap-
pened to her, but this was the closest 
lega! stab at justice, right? 
Wrong. The three men were sen-
tenced last week, but the punishment 
did not fit the crime. 
Ben Saimat received seven months, 
90 days of which he will serve on 
weekends in N a in. Am a Townley, 
another attacker, will serve seven 
months in prison. 
James Kohlmeister, described as 
the lead attacker, received the harsh-
est sentence of all - 13 months in pris-
on. Since he had already served two 
months in prison, four months were 
cut from his sentence as time served, 
leaving him with nine months left. 
This is not justice- not even close. 
It will be a long time before this wom-
an heals, before she can regain her 
trust in others, before she can even 
have an enjoyable sexual encounter. 
She will never forget. 
She had enough courage to tell 
someone she had been attacked, like-
ly because she wanted justice or be-
cause she wanted to ensure these men 
couldn't hurt anyone else. When she 
runs into these men in nine months 
time (or less), who's to say they won't 
punish her for trying? 
This miscarriage of justice is not 
only unfair, it's dangerous. It tells po-
tential offenders everywhere that sex-
ual assault isn't a big deal and results 
in just a few months of jail time. 
If nothing is done to bring sexu-
ally violent criminals to justice, the 
next victim will be a family member, 
a friend, a lover, a child, or you. 
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What do you 
think of MUN's 
second-language 
requirement? 
BY PATRICK SAVARD- WALSH 
AND DEVON WELLS 
I think it's stupid, 
because my~elt I already. 
speak French~ tmfro~ 
New Brunswickand 
rm bilingual, so what's 
the point of me taking 
another language ifl 
already speak the two that 
I need? 
.· They 
I'm b~ckhere a.fter doing a 
degree and 1 still need to do 
French 1500 for no reason. 
I don't think it's a very 
good idea because I like 
doing second languages. 
Page 12 
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Should the United 
States be invaded and 
occupied? 
BY BERNARD WILLS 
Given its stated reasons for invading 
Iraq and the charges on which it is 
trying Saddam Hussein, it's interest-
ing that the United States has used -
and now openly admits it has used 
-a chemical weapon of mass destruc-
tion in Iraq. 
First, the facts. Recently, the Italian 
television station RAI broadcast a doc-
umentary purporting to show that the 
United States Army and Marine Corps 
used white phosphorus bombs in its 
assault on Fallujah, Iraq in November 
2004. It also claimed that large num-
bers of civilian corpses were found 
with hideously disfiguring bur:ns con-
sistent with the effects of white phos-
phorus. 
Initially, the Pentagon denied using 
white phosphorus as a weapon in Iraq. 
However, this week it changed its tune 
in light of mounting evidence corrob-
orating the RAI report. It now admits 
that white phosphorus was used as a 
weapon only against insurgents and 
that the United States was perfectly 
within its rights, as white phospho-
rus does not meet the strict legal def-
inition of a chemical weapon. 
White phosphorus may not be a 
banned weapon, but after mounting 
an invasion in defiance of interna-
tionallaw and the expressed will of 
much of the world, it is brazen of the 
Bush regime to stand on a point oflaw. 
Whatever the legal niceties, the use of 
this particular weapon in a confined 
urban setting has put the Bush admin-
istration on the same moral plane as 
the very regime it replaced. It used a 
de facto chemical weapon of mass de-
struction with a callous indifference 
as to its effects on civilians. 
The United States claims that it only 
used white phosphorus against insur-
gents and did not deliberately target 
civilians. This is utterly_ beside the 
point. White phosphorus rounds are 
not precision weapons - they kill in-
discriminately over a wide area. Any 
use of such a weapon in the context 
of urban warfare is tantamount to its 
use against civilians because its ef-
fects cannot be controlled. A driver 
who plows into a crowded sidewalk 
may not intend anyone's death, but it is 
still a foreseeable result of his actions 
and he is judged accordingly. R~ports 
indicate that in order to spread terror 
among insurgents, white phosphorus 
rounds were fired at random by U.S. 
soldiers. If this is accurate, then there 
was not even an attempt at discrim-
inating on the part of the American 
military. 
The United States claims that white 
phosphorus is not a chemical weapon, 
but this is true only in a pettifogging 
legal sense. White phosphorus kills l?y 
spreading a toxic cloud of phospho-
rus particles that melt human flesh 
on contact. If phosphorus dust is in-
haled, it blisters and burns the respi-
ratory tract producing suffocation. Its 
effects on the human body are hardly 
distinguishable from agents like mus-
tard gas. If anything, it is more vicious, 
adding the effects of searing heat to its 
cocktail of chemical horrors. Whether 
or not white phosphorus is called a 
chemical weapon is a moot point - it 
walks like a duck and talks like a duck. 
Anyone curious about how this par-
ticular duck behaves can view the RAI 
documentary on the web. B-e warned, 
though - the pictures are sickening. 
Some have claimed that even if white 
phosphorus is a chemical weapon, it 
is not a weapon of mass destruction. 
This too is false - if used in quantity, 
white phosphorus fits the description 
and has been used as such. During 
World War II, white phosphorus was 
dropped on German civilians to hor-
rifying effect. It was among the incen-
diary agents used in the Allied attack 
on Dresden in which tens of thousands 
of civilians were killed in a mass con-
flagration. White phosphorus has not 
been used on this scale in Fallujah, but 
imagine the outcry ifSaddam Hussein 
had used even small amounts of poi-
son gas in either of the Gulf Wars. 
We all know which country was in-
vaded and occupied for possessing and 
using chemical weapons of mass de-
struction. We all know who is present-
ly on trial for dropping mustard gas on 
a Kurdish village. But, which country, 
by its own standards, now stands con-
demned to invasion and occupation? 
W)lich world leader now stands con-
demned out of his own mouth? 
Bernard Wills is a professor of reli-
gion and philosophy at MUN. 
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Remember-
ingDeepa 
Khosla 
BY AJMAL PASHTOONYAR 
It never occurred to me that, some-
times in life, a light is meant to pass 
our way and, unfortunately, is meant 
to leave. The tragic demise of Deepa 
Khosla, assistant professor in the 
Department of Political Science, on 
Nov. 21 is indeed such a light passing 
us and our world. 
Her elegance, charm, intelligence, 
and sweet sense of humour really in-
spired us all. Her personality was em-
bodied in the work to which she was 
dedicated. She had a strong back-
ground in the field of international 
relations, with publications related 
to peace and conflict, human rights, 
ethnicity, and nationalism. With her 
strong academic and research back-
ground and her young age, one won-
ders why she decided to leave the 
United States and join Memorial 
University earlier this August. 
In the past three months, I came 
to know her as a teacher and a friend 
whose belief in my abilities was an in-
spiration. In our class, she discussed 
politics, history, philosophy, and life 
in a way that inspired us to reflect 
as individuals, to make a difference, 
and to realize our roles in making this 
world a better place. However, with 
her voice gone from us eternally, I, 
along with many others whom she 
has deeply touched, will cherish her 
memories and move on with her be-
lief in us. 
Professor Khosla, you are indeed a 
light that is gone forever, but in your 
short life you have lit many candles 
along the way. We will shine for you. 
Ajmal Pashtoonyar is a political sci-
ence student at Memorial. 
j .. 
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For Rent 
AVAILABLE DEC. 1 for $266.67 
and 1/3 utilities. Horwood St. 
(just off Elizabeth Ave), close 
to bus routes, grocery store and 
Tim Hortons. Has w/d/dw. Must 
like cats and gay people (one of 
each). Contact Mike at mikey _ 
g20@hotmail.com or 749-7197. 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. 
A room in 2-bdrm home. 15-
minute walk to MUN, 10-min-
ute walk to downtown. Close ac-
cess to all bus routes with w/d, 
Internet, and cable. $350/month 
plus utilities. Call 739-0783. 
2-BDRM BASEMENT, above-
ground apt in Mount Pearl. 
Available Dec 1. $500 ca-
ble included, pou. 2-car park-
ing and snow removal. w/d 
hookup. Large patio deck. Call 
368-0685 or e-mail cllewis123@ 
yahoo.ca. 
AVAILABLE JAN. 1. One room. 
Furnished if requested for 
$200 or without for $187.50. w/ 
d, gay-friendly, 1/4 bills, fire-
place, backyard. 10 minutes 
from MUN. Looking for quiet, 
mature, non-smoking student. 
Call 754-1550. 
ONE ROOM, $240 plus 1/5 heat/ 
light. 12 Hatcher St. 10-minute 
walk from MUN and Avalon 
Mall. Contact Tony Fletcher at 
727-6954. Available Jan. 1. 
ROOM FOR RENT. Contact 576-
3347 or 709-489-2092. 
NEED ROOMMATES to share 4-
bdrm house, 47 Amherst Heights 
(near Village Mall). $350 (light 
and heat included, cable and 
Internet extra). w/d included. 
Near bus routes. Available now. 
Contact Laura at 368-9244 or 
ch1cky _ poo@hotmail.com. 
For Sale 
2000 POLARIS XC 700 Deluxe, 45th 
Anniversary Edition. Excellent 
condition with many colour ac-
cessories. Has electronic shock 
and reverse. Only 5,000 miles. 
Asking $4,700 ono. Call Randy 
at 738-0849 or Gorvin at 709-
456-2343. 
2001 PONTIAC GRAND AM SE, 
4 dr. 4 cyl. Fully loaded, spoil-
er, bug deflector, traction con-
trol. $6,500 ono. Call Dion at 747-
4462 or 690-5989. 
CICERO P4 M 2,000 MHz, 512MB 
RAM, 40GB hard drive, CD-
RW/DVD, 14" screen in per-
fect condition. $775. Call Dave 
at 746-9594 or e-mail davidgod-
sell@hotmail.com. 
NEW PIONEER 300-watt sur-
round sound receiver, new JVC 
double cassette deck, Discman 
with adapter and two sets of 
headphones, classical vinyl col-
lections, Brother P-Touch label 
maker with adapter, new retail 
pricing gun, large white bird-
cage with accessories, Black 
& Decker router with case and 
small router table. Contact 754-
9586 or helmut@seascape.com 
for prices. 
SEAGULL 12-STRING acoustic 
guitar. 2 years old. Solid ce-
dar top. Wild cherry back and 
sides. Mahogany neck. Tusq nut 
and compensated saddle. Full, 
warm sound with a very fast, 
comfortable neck. $200 firm. 
Comes with hardshell case. 
Call 690-4556, ask for Jordan. 
E-mail king _ of _ chumpsville@ 
yahoo.ca. 
WASHBURN BT-6. 3 years old. 
Floyd Rose tremolo/tuning sys-
tem. 2 humbucker pick-ups, 1 
single coil pick-up, 5-way switch. 
Asking $175. Call 753-0599, ask 
for Curtis. E-mail curtiskilfoy@ 
yahoo.com. 
BILL AND RON'S Christmas 
trees. Starting Dec. 1 on the 
Plaza Bowl lot. Trees $10 to $30 
each. We deliver to students in 
the area for only $5. 
Wanted 
EXCITING CONTRACT 
POSITIONS (long-term poten-
tial) available in mineral explo-
ration for graduates and sum-
mer students. Preference will 
be given to individuals who 
have outdoor experience or who 
enjoy the outdoors. Ability to lift 
and transpart heavy weights re-
quired. Individuals will be con-
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tacted to schedule interviews in 
early 2006. Please forward re-
sumes to Conrad Dix: conrad@ 
cronegeophysics.com. 
PART-TIME RETAIL posi-
tion with flexible hours. Must 
be confident, energetic, and 
respansible. Drop off resume 
at East Rider, 530 Water St. 
THE WOMAN'S VOICE, a wom-
en's magazine, is seeking sub-
missions of written or photo-
graphic material. Also, general 
help may be needed. If you 
have an interest in sales, mar-
keting, promotional work, web 
design, research, or adminis-
trative work, contact carla-
haynes@nl.rogers.com. 
WEB/GRAPHIC DESIGNER for 
blog magazine. Contact cj@ 
smudgemagazine.com. 
Clubs and Societies 
PAGAN SOCIETY. Wednesday 
evenings, meetings, ritual plan-
ning, fun activities. For more 
info see www.geocities.com/ 
nf _ pagan _ society or contact 
us as nf _ pagan _ society@ya-
hoo.com. 
For Interest 
1995 GONZAGA GRADUATES. 
The 10-year reunion party is 
being held Tuesday, Dec. 27 
at 10:00 pm upstairs at The 
Republic on Duckworth St. 
Contact Nat for more details 
at gonzagahighschool1995@ya-
hoo.ca. 
ADVANCED CREATIVE 
WRITING course in paetry, 
English 4911. Winter term of 
2006. Students will work on their 
own poetry in a seminar setup, 
moving toward the publication 
of a chapbook. For more info, 
see the English dept. website, 
today.mun.ca, or the top tier of the 
box on the A-1009 door. 
AMAZING DISCOVERIES 
SERIES. A DVD presentation 
by Walter Veith, Nov. 24: Origin 
of Variety (genetics). 3:00- 4:00 
pm, EN-2006. Free. 
BALL HOCKEY tryouts 
to compete at nation-
als next summer. Contact 
steveddlong@yahoo.ca. 
DRAWING NEAR TO GOD, a 
Christian 10-part revival se-
ries, can be watched online at 
www.OSrevive.com. Presented 
by Pastor Dough Batchelor. 
For more info, contact Mario 
at 778-0485. 
REFLECTION TIME. Special pre-
sentation, Nov. 27 with local 
song artist Bruce Moss. Tune 
into a different Christian pro-
gram every Sunday, 5:00pm-
6:00 pm, on CHMR-93.5 FM or 
via www.mun.ca/chmr. 
STUDY MEDICINE in Europe. 
www.medical-school.ca. 
Contact canadmin@medical-
school.ca. 
AVALON UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST Fellowship in-
vites you to attend its Sunday 
meeting at 10:30 am at the 
Anna Templeton Centre on 
Duckworth St. Please come 
and share the joy. 
PEOPLE AND PLANET Week is 
underway. There are a variety 
of events to raise awareness of 
environmental and social jus-
tice issues. If you would like to 
find out more, look around the 
third floor of the Smallwood 
Centre or e-mail us at nlen.mu-
cep@gmail.com. 
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By Mark Cluett 
With an excess of sugar-free sodas fill-
ing the shelves in every corner store 
from Torbay to Topsail, the choices 
can be daunting. The Muse has tested 
the most popular beverages and pro-
vides you, the calorie-conscious read-
er, with the results. 
DietRCCola 
Est. 1958 
Sweetened with acesulfame potassi-
um 
Est. 1964 
Diet Orange Crush 
Est. 1964 
Sweetened with Splenda 
One of the first Splenda-sweetened diet beverages, 
Orange Crush is addictive but again leaves phlegm 
and a sore throat when finished. Citric acid plus high 
carbonation makes this a once-in-a-while thing. 
Diet Pepsi 
Sweetened with aspartame and ace-
sulfame potassium 
Diet Lime Crush 
Est. 1964 
Sweetened with Splenda 
Diet Mug Root Beer 
Est. late 1960s 
Sweetened with aspartame 
A worthy successor to Hires, Mug is 
the definite choice for those who crave 
a highly carbonated diet root beer. Its 
lack of caffeine is a plus for some. It 
is definitely recommended for those 
who want a highly carbonated and 
highly sweetened beverage. 
Diet Schweppes Ginger Ale 
Est. Unknown Est. 1970 
Diet7Up 
features@themuse.ca 
Diet Sprite Zero 
Est. 1974 
Sweetened with aspartame and ac 
sulfame potassium 
Although it doesn't leave as mu 
phlegm, Sprjte doesn't leave as mu 
fizz either. The first half of a bottle 
can of Sprite is adequate, but as Y' 
dive deeper into the bottle, the c< 
bonation disappears. Early flatn( 
and a slightly metallic taste make J 
no recommendations for Diet Spri 
Diet Coke A descendent of the first truly diet 
soda, Diet RC should be ashamed of 
itself. With very little cola taste, RC 
has a tendency to go flat early and of-
ten tastes stale. 
The pinnacle of diet sodas and the one 
by which the rest are judged. It has an 
authoritative cola tang and little af-
ter-effect in either taste or gas. Diet 
Pepsi tastes the most like its sugared 
counterpart and has come in a profu-
sion of varieties over the years (lemon, 
vanilla, lime, and caffeine-free). Diet 
Pepsi is the best-selling diet drink in 
Newfoundland, as evidenced by its 
large presence in both convenience 
stores and supermarkets. 
It's the same as Orange 
Crush, but with even 
more phlegm and a sorer 
throat. 
Sweetened with aspartame Sweetened with aspartame and ace-
sulfame potassium 
Est. 1982 
Sweetened with aspartame 
sulfame potassium Schweppes's mediocre ginger ale 
also suffers from low carbonation. 
Like many other soft drinks, there 
is a hint of citrus, but this time it 
overwhelms the flavour instead of 
accenting it. 
Like most citrus sodas, Diet 7Up leaves 
an unwanted amount of phlegm be-
hind. However, besides a small hint 
of aspartame, Diet 7Up comes close 
to the taste of regular 7Up and has 
more flavour than knock-off brands 
like Big Up and Spritz Up. 
Diet Coke isn't a bad soft dri 
far from the best. It hardly 
Coca-Cola - the biggest sir 
its name. A perceived high 
carbonation produces mon 
belching and a burning se1 
the throat and nostrils afte 
also seems a little too swee 
and has a stronger aftertas1 
contemporaries. 
he sweetest thing 
The long, tumultuous, and accidental road to artificially sweetened beverages 
Long before the world was fixated on 
low-carb, low-calorie products for 
the Atkinses and South Beachers of 
the world, the diet beverage indus-
try had only one consumer in mind 
- the humble diabetic. 
The late 1950s and early 1960s 
spawned a new category in soft drink 
- the artificially sweetened soda. 
Marketed mostly to diabetics - but 
also the health-conscious - these bev-
erages have spawned a juggernaut of 
an industry. What started off as a few 
niche choices (Diet Rite, Tab, and 
Fresca being the three main prod-
ucts in 1963) is now a cornerstone in 
the beverage industry and continues 
to instil innovation in the field of ar-
tificial sweetening while discovering 
its sometimes adverse effects. 
The first official diet soda was in-
troduced by RC Cola in 1958. Diet 
Rite, like many of its contemporaries, 
was sweetened with a mixture ofboth 
cyclamate and saccharin. 
Cyclamate is a sodium/calcium salt 
of cyclamic acid that is so to 6o times 
sweeter than regular sugar, depend-
ing on its mixture. Cyclamate was 
discovered by accident in 1937 when 
University of Illinois graduate stu-
dent Michael Sveda laid down his cig-
arette while working in a chemical 
lab. When he put the smoke back in 
his mouth, he noticed how it now had 
a sweet flavour and he subsequently 
sold the patent. 
In 1969, American soft-drink 
companies stopped using cycla-
mate after United States Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) studies 
showed cancer appearing in animals 
tested with the chemical. But, many 
countries still approve the use of cy-
clamate in beverage sweeteners. Here 
in Canada, sweeteners like Sweet'N 
Low still contain the chemical. 
Banning cyclamate resulted in the 
use of another older accidental sweet-
ener - saccharin. In 1879, while work-
ing with coal tar derivatives, Johns 
Hopkins University professor Ian 
Remson forgot to thoroughly wash 
his hands. At dinner, he noticed a 
sweet taste and attributed it to the 
chemicals he was working with. 
Saccharin is 300 times sweeter 
than sugar but results in a bitter and 
metallic aftertaste. It too was plagued 
by the same accusations and scruti-
ny as cyclamate in the early '7os and 
was also banned by the FDA for some 
time. 
Most modern diet sodas are sweet-
ened with aspartame - a compound 
that is 180 times sweeter than sugar. 
Aspartame was also discovered by 
accident in 1965 when chemist James 
Schlatter was working on an anti-
ulcer drug and accidentally licked 
his fingers. Because of similar trou-
bles with the FDA, aspartame was not 
used in diet sodas until1980. 
Aspartame is still a highly con-
tentious issue among sweeteners. 
The FDA receives more complaints 
about aspartame than any other ad-
ditive. Many people complain about 
its aftertaste and even more complain 
about the symptoms that appear after 
drinking beverages or eating foods 
that contain the sweetener. Some of 
the more highly reported symptoms 
include headaches, dizziness, mood 
changes, and vomiting. 
Thus, the industry still thirsts for 
more innovation when it comes to 
sweeteners. Two relatively new com-
pounds on the block are sucralose 
and acesulfame potassium. 
Sucralose, which is also marketed 
as Splenda, was actually discovered 
on purpose in 1976 by English food 
manufacturer Tate & Lyle. Sucralose 
can be 500 to 600 times sweeter than 
sugar and is said to have a mild after-
taste. It can also withstand the high 
temperatures involved in baking that 
other sweeteners cannot. 
Canada was the first country to ap-
prove sucralose for commercial use 
in 1991. Early adopters of the sweet-
ener were both the Hires and Crush 
brands, who still use the sweetener 
to this day. However, the major play-
ers like Diet Pepsi and Diet Coke still 
use aspartame and have only recently 
released products like Pepsi One and 
Diet Coke with Splenda to test the su-
cralose market. 
Acesulfame potassium is 100 to 
200 times sweeter than sugar and was 
- to no surprise - discovered acciden-
tally by German chemical company 
Hoechst AG in 1967. This sweetener 
has a bitter aftertaste similar to sac-
charin's and is often combined with 
other sweeteners like aspartame or 
sucralose, as with two of the more 
popular diet beverages - Diet Pepsi 
and Diet Coke. In some cases, ace-
sulfame potassium is combined with 
sugar itself to produce a closer taste 
to regular sodas, but with half the 
calories. 
........ --=-=--- ..... ~-----,.._.. -~- --·~· ~ 
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Diet Sprite Zero 
Est. 1974 
Sweetened with aspartame and ace-
sulfame potassium 
Although it doesn't leave as much 
phlegm, Spr~te doesn't leave as much 
fizz either. The first half of a bottle or 
can of Sprite is adequate, but as you 
dive deeper into the bottle, the car-
bonation disappears. Early flatness 
and a slightly metallic taste make for 
no recommendations for Diet Sprite. 
Diet Coke 
1e and ace- Est. 1982 
t7Upleaves 
phlegm be-
small hint 
:omes close 
Jp and has 
-off brands 
Sweetened with aspartame and ace-
sulfame potassium 
Diet Coke isn't a bad soft drink, but it's 
far from the best. It hardly tastes like 
Coca-Cola - the biggest similarity is 
its name. A perceived higher level of 
carbonation produces more frequent 
belching and a burning sensation in 
the throat and nostrils afterwards. It 
also seems a little too sweet at times 
and has a stronger aftertaste than its 
contemporaries. 
Coca-Cola Zero 
Est. 2005 
Diet Canada Dry Ginger Ale 
Est. 1964 
Sweetened with aspartame 
If Canada only exported Paul Gross, 
Sloan, and Canada Dry, we would 
be a global powerhouse. Alas, this 
caviar of diet ginger ales -with its 
classy hint of aged whiskey and 
stellar balance of carbonation -
is getting harder and harder to 
find in town. 
Sweetened with aspartame and ace-
sulfame potassium 
Because of its dual sweeteners, Coca-
Cola Zero has a new and peculiar 
taste, almost like a more refined RC 
Cola. Despite its claims, it doesn't taste 
that much like regular Coca-Cola and 
because of the added sweeteners it can 
get sickly after more than one serving. 
Best served ice cold. 
Est. 1963 
Sweetened with aspartame and acesulfame potassium 
Another geezer in the diet beverage world, Fresca is unique in 
its taste and colour - a light shade oflemonade. Fresca has the 
taste of grapefruit, which is a refreshing change from other cit-
rus beverages. However, it is not for the sensitive palate, as its 
grapefruit flavour and high carbonation make for an intense, 
almost sour, mouthful. 
Diet A&W Root Beer 
Est. 1974 
Sweetened with aspartame 
A more old-fashioned type of 
root beer with a definite hint of 
sassafras, A&W is much bet-
ter in the restaurant than in 
cans and bottles. But, it is of-
ten preferred among older 
root beer aficionados. 
Est. 1964 
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Diet Dr Pepper 
Sweetened with aspartame 
A welcome break from the regular sodas, Dr Pepper's 
medicine-like tastes grows old fast. It's not a bever-
age for eating with a meal and anything more than 
a single serving can get disgusting. However, served 
ice cold on a hot day, Dr Pepper makes for a good 
treat - if only once in a while. 
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Coincidence or not, the White House 
has been involved with artificial 
sweetener debacles in the past 100 
years. 
Theodore Roosevelt, the twen-
ty-sixth president of the United 
States and an avid defender of sac-
charin, started the Remsen Board 
of Consulting Scientific Experts to 
review allegations of the sweetener's 
safety. It is reported that Roosevelt 
said, "Anybody who says saccharin is 
injurious to health is an idiot." 
Less controversial is Lyndon B. 
Johnson's love of Fresca. The thirty-
sixth president was such a fan of the 
drink that he installed a soda tap for 
the beverage in the Oval Office. 
But, the most notorious tale of 
White House sweetener hijinks 
is Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rurnsfeld and the Food and Drug 
Administration's (FDA) approval of 
aspartame. 
In 1980, the FDA was poised to 
reject approval of NutraSweet, the 
GD Searle-owned manufacturer of 
this brand of aspartame, on the ba-
sis that it may induce brain tumours. 
Then CEO of Searle Donald Rumsfeld 
vowed to "call in his markers" to get 
the drug approved. 
Rumsfeld still had many contacts 
in the White House after working 
under the Ford administration. In 
1981, the day after Ronald Reagan's 
inauguration as president, GD 
Searle reapplied for FDA approval 
of NutraSweet. Reagan's new FDA 
chief Arthur Hayes Hull appointed 
a commission to investigate the pri-
or decision. When that commission 
was poised to favour the previous 
results, Hull added another mem-
ber to the commission to deadlock 
the vote. 
Hull cast the last vote himself, 
breaking the tie in aspartame's fa-
vour. 
With NutraSweet approved, GD 
Searle had great success with the new 
sweetener, earning Rumsfeld mil-
lions of dollars in bonuses in the en-
suing years, and allowing him to lat-
er hire his good friend Arthur Hayes 
Hull to do public relations for GD 
Searle. 
Former President Lyndon B. Johnson was 
such a fan of the sugar-free soda Fresca 
that he installed a soda fountain in the 
Oval Office of the White House. 
. -
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BA Johnston returns for ntagic dog beer 
Hilarious musician 
revisits 'Canada's 
little Cuba' for hot 
girls, bottle of India 
BY MARK CLUETT 
It's not all fun and games for BA 
Johnston, the 30-year-old fry cook/ 
one-man band whose latest tour stops 
into St. John's this weekend. It's also 
girls and beer. 
The self-proclaimed "fat tired 
chud" was in town this past April on 
his No Fans, No Money, No Chicks, 
No Car Mega Tour. It was then that 
he fell in love with the city and knew 
he had to return. 
"Who wouldn't jump at the chance 
to play Canada's island paradise, 
Canada's little Cuba?" he said. "You 
have tons of beautiful girls and beer 
that has a dog on it. I can't wait. And 
you're called The Rock like that Sean 
Connery movie." 
Johnston is currently touring to 
support his new EP Songs About A 
Stewardess. It's a concept album he 
dreamed up while on a flight with his 
mother. He fell asleep and dreamed 
about that flight's stewardess, the 
relationship they might eventually 
have, and her final rejection of him. 
"[It's] all songs about dating and 
getting rejected by stewardesses. It's 
like my Tommy," he said. 
This is a visible change from 
Johnston's past repertoire. His 
back catalogue - with such al-
bums as In Situation Bad and My 
Heart Is A Blinking Nintendo - la-
ments unrequited love, but also fea-
tures the songwriter's love of pou-
tine, Jagermeister, video games, the 
Hamilton Tiger Cats, and Humpty 
Dumpty potato chips. 
Some of Johnston's songs explore 
the darker side of life, however. In 
Situation Bad's "Dying Alone" voic-
es one of his many fears: "Am I gon-
na die alone/Listening to my neigh-
bours fuck to Moist CDs." 
Now calling Halifax his home, 
Johnston used to live in his mother's 
basement while working as a fry cook 
until the age of 30. Many believe this 
is where he found much of the ins pi-
ration for h is songbook. 
Despite the sometimes-pessimistic 
subject matter of his songs, Johnston 
is an optimistic man. He looks for-
ward to many things on his return 
trip to St. John's - especially India 
beer. 
"Dog beer, magic dog beer made 
from the spirit of a dog that saves 
children from whales," he said. 
''I'm also looking forward to meet-
ing Kevin Spacey, 'cause I saw that 
movie about his childhood growing 
up in Newfoundland, The Shipping 
News." 
Johnston's recent tour has taken 
him all across Canada, from St. John's 
to Victoria, B.C. and every small town 
in between. He relates the tour to the 
classic Atari video game Pitfall. 
"It never ends and it's boring and 
[repetitive] just like my stage show. 
You should see the size of the scor-
pions in Edmonton, man." 
BA johnston plays at The Ship on 
Friday Nov. 25 and at CBTG's on 
Saturday, Nov. 26. Tickets are six 
dollars. 
Su BMITTED 
"Boo Berry was like a hero of mine growing up. He took no shit from 
[that] Franken Berry dude?' Nerdy folk hero BA Johnston will dish out 
more lines like these as he returns to rock St. John's this weekend. 
LSPU Hall to get pimped 
Historical theatre 
requests money for 
renovations 
BY KATIE HYSLOP 
Jhe local arts scene will soon have a re-
vamped venue for showcasing their pro-
ductions in downtown St. John's if all 
goes according to plan. 
The LSPU Hall, home to the Resource 
Centre for the Arts (RCA) for almost 30 
years, will receive a facelift starting in 
summer 2006, but only if enough mon-
ey can be raised. 
"We need to upgrade the facility to 
be more comfortable, for not only the 
audience but the performers [as well]," 
said Jim Ronan, executive director for 
the RCA. 
Local architects Pratt, Henley, 
Blackwood assessed the Hall and called 
for $2,ooo,ooo in renovations. Thus far, 
the RCA has received $500,ooo from 
the City and $2o,ooo from a private in-
vestor. 
BAKHTIYARPHR 
The LSPU Hall has been a mainstay of the local arts for decades and 
needs funding for crucial renovations. 
Planned upgrades include a new lob-
by, changes to the gallery, a wheelchair-
accessible elevator, larger washrooms, 
new sound and lighting systems, addi-
tional seating in the theatre, and new 
air conditioning and heating systems. 
According to Ronan, steps will also be 
taken to increase energy efficiency and 
environment-friendly practices in the 
Hall. 
The Hall is being restored than re-
placed because of its rich history dat-
ing back to the mid-17oos, when the 
current foundation formed back of the 
Congregational Church. 
"It's a downtown historical location. 
It's in the middle of the busiest district 
in the province," said Ronan. 
"There's also the cultural history of 
the building itself. . .. Many, if not the 
majority, of the arts people who create 
and use and perform in this facility live 
in the area." 
Mayor Andy Wells would like to see a 
larger, more modern theatre built down-
town, but agrees that the Hall as an im-
portant cultural institution that aids 
in the growth of Newfoundland and 
Labrador culture. 
"It's deemed to be in· the public inter-
est, so I think it's a good investment of 
our tax dollars," said Wells. 
"It will bring the Hall into the twenty-
first century. It badly needs renovations, 
it needs to be updated to modern stan-
dards, and I think it will certainly attract 
more people to its productions." 
On Nov. 7, Ronan and members of 
the RCA's board of directors met with 
Paul Shelley, who was provincial minis-
ter of tourism and culture at the time, to 
discuss provincial funding. Ronan says 
the meeting went well but that no deci-
sions were finalized. 
Since that meeting, Tom Hedderson 
has replaced Shelley. Hedderson re-
mains positive about the issue but main-
tains that no decision can be made un-
: .;\ 
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til the budget is released in March of 
next year. 
In the meantime, supporters of the 
Hall have been asked to contact their 
local MHAs to request that they back 
the RCA in the upcoming budget de-
cisions. 
The RCA is also applying for the 
Heritage Canada Cultural Spaces fund 
from the federal government, which 
must be spent within the fiscal year it 
is received. 
In the event that the province does 
not allot money, Ronan says the RCA 
will wait until2007 or look for private 
funding. 
"The LSPU Hall has spent 30 
years nurturing and incubating 
Newfoundland art and artists and we 
[will] continue to do so for the next 30 
years," he said. 
The Hall remains busy while wait-
ing for the news. Next month will fea-
ture the murder mystery No Mummers 
Allowed In from Dec. 8 - 18, Sarah Slean 
in concert on Dec. 9 and 10, How The 
Grinch Stole Christmas from Dec. 20 -
23, and A Feast Of Cohen, where local 
artists perform from Leonard Cohen's 
songbook, from Dec. 27 - 30. 
With this couwo, 
I ro . per customer 
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Beastie Boys 
Solid Gold Hits 
Capitol 
***** 
BY BAKHTIYAR PEER 
The Beastie Boys have always repre-
sented what raop music should be - a 
synergy between resonating beats and 
intense, rhythmic lyrics. 
Solid Gold Hits is the first single-
disc compilation of the boys from 
Brooklyn and it offers a fair overview 
of their work to date. With hits like "So 
What'cha Want," "Intergalactic," and 
"Sabotage," how can you go wrong? 
That said, what the album boasts in 
sheer track quality, it lacks in flow. It 
feels thrown together and fails to hold 
onto the listener's attention with each 
track. Most of the time, I found my-
self skipping back and forth between 
the songs I really liked. 
For the casual listener or someone 
looking for an introduction to the 
Beastie Boys, this album it definitely 
worth the time and money. But, you'd 
probably be better off picking up a 
classic like Hello Nasty. 
Download: "Sabotage" 
Various Artists 
Something You Haven't Heard 
FunnerBunny 
***** 
BY ]ORDAN YOUNG 
Unlike many people expected, 
Something You Haven't Heard is not 
a compilation oflive recordings from 
previous Peace-A-Chords. Instead, it 
is new and unreleased material from 
festival veterans. 
This is the best local compilation 
since Danger: Falling Rock (which 
was way before my time), if simply 
because all the bands don't sound 
the same. Colleen Power sings a 
song in French about our sad indus-
trialized world, NonPlus blasts cra-
zy electronica, Geinus slaps you up-
side the head with manic surf punk, 
and Jim Bellows picks out an intricate 
acoustic piece. My favourite track is 
Kevin Hehir's spoken word '"Scuse 
Me While I Check My Pie" read at 
breakneck speed. 
The festival is changing and so are 
the artists - many of the acts featured 
are now defunct, but almost all players 
still gig around St. John's. Old-school 
locals Ched, Bung, Fur Packed Action, 
and Dog Meat BBQ are here, but so 
are newer acts like The Origin of the 
Sound Band and .roundelay. 
People say the heyday of Peace-A-
Chord is long gone, but Something You 
Haven't Heard says otherwise. Pick up 
a copy at Fred's Records. All proceeds 
go to the festival, which brings togeth-
er groups like Oxfam and Amnesty 
International with musical talent to 
make the world a more aware, gener-
ally better place. 
Download: "Love Letter From A 
Deadman" by Cherie Pyne 
Arts & Culture 
Kate Bush 
Aerial 
Columbia 
***** 
BY ]ORDAN YOUNG 
I wasn't even born when Kate Bush 
released her influential debut The 
Kick Inside. Twenty-seven years lat-
er, she is still making beautiful mu-
sic, even if it has been 12 years since 
her last studio album. 
Like Bob Dylan with Time Out Of 
Mind, Bush has taken the time to get 
back to her music instead of grasp-
ing at straws, releasing endless al-
bums of dubious merit in the fash-
ion of Paul McCartney. 
Many of these tracks have trip-hop 
beats and a jazz backing that could 
take Portishead to school. These 
tunes are propped next to '8os-era 
pop, piano ballads, and medieval 
folk numbers. The more experimen-
tal tracks can get tiresome, espe-
cially the samples and beats based 
around birdsongs interspersed with 
creepy British dialogue. 
That said, I really dig the rhythm 
section on this album. At times, they 
get down right pornographic. Bush's 
typically sensual whisper-wail is the 
icing on the cake. 
There is little new or controver-
sial, it's just Kate Bush doing her 
thing. So, I needed to step back from 
Aerial to give it a fair listen. It can be 
hard to realize a master at work with 
so many shoddy imitations around. 
The most important thing is that 
the vocals haven't changed - there 
is only one Kate Bush and she's still 
singing. 
Download: "How To Be 
Invisible" 
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'Arts ~d CUlture Centret Our Divas:: 
Do Christmas (8:oopm, $50) 
Bridie Mql19y's: AJ:!qrew t,~Dre\\7"! 
. (8:3opm) ·· · , · 
.D.F. Cook Recital Hall: MUN Concert 
;:,, Band:{S:oo J?tn~ $1()/*s stud~n.ts) 
:Erin's Pub: Dave Panting 
.!Ihe F~t Cat; Chris B~~cock 
if:spuaan: Blnegrass'lambor~efe~t:~ 
Crooked Stovepipe and more (8:oo 
.. . pmt,$J.5/$ttt;,~~pdent,~) ,. . . . 
The Reid 1heatre: Rid Noses (S:oo 
pm>$5) .... 
O'~eilJy1s: LattY Foley and Patrick: 
Moran (10:30 pm) · · 
·1be Sp,ur: Op~n mil<:e witb Steve 
't'' Edwirds ··· ,, ··· 
Arts and Culture Centre: Our Divas 
i\ · Do (4}1ristm~s (8:oq\:pm. $$6) , 
D.F. Cook Recital Hall: Seasons Of 
.. Life,$eason.s Of Love (S:qo pm~ 
$10/$5 stuaerits) .· ,, ·· 
Erin's Pub: Middle Tickle 
The Fat Cat; .Pete.r Narvaez and Saucy 
, Blues 
LSPU Hall: Dzolali Drum and Dance 
Ensemble ($:oo pm, $13/$l1 stu-
dents) 
O'Reilly's: Fergus O'Byrne and 
Derrhot O'Reilly (8:15 pm), Irish 
Descendents (11:30 pm) 
,Prime):'s: Abopt Samneric, Swords, 
Werewolf, .roundelay, and more 
(6:oopm, $5) 
'The Reid Theatre: Red Noses (S:oo 
pm, $5) 
'The Rose and '{histle: Ron Hy?es 
'R.oxxy's: Weep for Nardssus ($5) 
The Ship Pub: BA Johnston, The 
) Hattt,rs, The Plack B(t_gs ($6). 
lhe Spur: Dianetic 
:f'.J:'ts aJ!d Cul~!re Centre: Ou.r.J;Hvas 
v: , bo CihristmiiS (S:od''prn, $50,), \< 
D.F. Cook Recital Hall: Hannaford 
;',, Stre.~~.Yotttbs~and{§i90 .P~i,~·~o/$5 
.. students) . . ..  ....... .. 
J~BTG~~: BA Jo'llnston .. Giver (~6) 
\('£tints:iub: Mithlle Tt~kl~ · !i<:~.'\, ,, . "~ 
lhe Fat' Cat: Andrew I.e Drew ana· 
t Ba LeDrew ,, , 
fJunctt .· s: M:~iiBragJ~'HeyR6sett~t~ 
(w:op pro, $§) 
LSPU Hall: The Ultimate Actor"s 
Nightmare 3: Pinter's Revenge 
(8:6o prn)'' ;, 
Primers: About Samneric, The 
M~dlarks, .The Nqrdic Beat (10:39 
pm~ $5} , · ,, ·· ,., 
1he Reid Theatre: Red Noses (8;oo 
\ p:ri)} ,$5) ·' '• ' . .}3 
O'Reilly's: lr1sh DescendeQts (n:3o 
p~) w 
'Ihe·spur; Bill Parsol)s 
~u~4Jtr~. No,v,ff,rnber ~z 
Bridie Molloy,s: Con O'Brien and 
Graham Wells · "';c 
Erin;s Pub: 'Ihe She~ty Rhinestones 
1be ~at Cat~ Sund~y jam with th~ 
Colin Hartis Band · .. · ·,.,, i\\s;,. ;, , · 
o>Reilly's: Darcy Brqderickand Ron 
\ 1\~}ly . \'• ·'' ,, y,, ' ., . :,,., . ' ' 
The Studio: The Celtic.Fiodlers (7:oo 
P1ll} 
. ·.:··' 
The Fat Cat£ Open niike ''With Jim 
Bellows (9:oo pm) 
LS~VHall: ~ackDqprCaharet (7:oo pm). ..  , . ·... \. 
O'Reilly's: Ballads with Con O'Brien 
(9:oo pro) 
Tuesday, November 29 
Bar None: Planet Chaos: open mike 
lhe Fat Cat: Songw~iter's night 
O,Reilly)s: Open mike (1o:oo pm), 
Larry Foley and Rob Cook (12:oo 
ani) 
Wednes.day, November3o 
' • \\ ' • ,. '\( :;~· . 
The Breezeway: Open mike with 
l'e!lJ McD<mald , . .. . . . ,, . . 
D.P. Cook Recital Hall: Getlnto '!he 
Swing Of1hings (8:oopm~ $10/$5 
student) . '':'··:, . · ·:'· 
The Fat Cat: Kathy Phlppard with Jeff 
Gr~ene , 
o,R~iny~s: ~Per gus:;;, O'Byrne anti' 
Dermot O'Reilly (1o:oo pro) 
lhe ip ~R~ Folls,~jght f~~t. Hugh, 
S and Gayle t~pper'· (9':oo pm~ 
$5), .,, ·, ..• ·. 
·Ihe ~)mda:tt¢e: I<il!(.e.nny,I<f.'¢w · .. 
Want to see your event here? Send 
it to sightsandsounds@themuse.ca by 
Nov. 28. 
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Harry Potter And The Goblet of 
Fire 
Starring Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint, 
and Alan Rickman 
Warner Bros. 
Rated PC 
BY ANSHUMAN lDDAMSETTY 
By 6:oo pm, fans had arrived in droves 
for the midnight premiere of Harry 
Potter And The Goblet Of Fire, the 
fourth cinematic adaptation of J.K. 
Rawling's ever-popular series about a 
boy and his wand. 
But, make no mistake- while Goblet 
Of Fire continues the tradition of fan-
tasy, it's a darker, scarier, and far more 
satisfying ride than previous instal-
ments. 
In his fourth year at Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, 
Harry (Daniel Radcliffe) is led through 
an intricate conspiracy that forces him 
to contend in the prestigious Triwizard 
Tournament, a torturous intercolle-
giate series of magical trials well be-
yond the young wizard's abilities. 
Behind the grueling competition, 
sinister forces rally as dark omens and 
violent raids threaten the once-peace-
ful wizard world. Terrifying visions 
haunt Harry's dreams and, amid the 
imminent return of his nemesis Lord 
Voldemort, he is forced to face his 
greatest foe yet- hormones. 
The opposite sex, from the flawless 
Fleur Delacour of the Beauxbatons 
School of Wizardry to Hogwarts 
classmates Cho Chang and Parvati 
Patil, is on the minds of our young 
heroes Harry and his pal Ron Weasley 
(Rupert Grint). Even the level-headed 
Hermione Granger (Emma Watson) 
sees past potions and dusty tomes with 
Arts & Culture 
The young heroes of Harry Potter And The Goblet Of Fire face an all-new semester of unspeakable evil in the 
latest from J.K. Rowling's critically acclaimed series. 
her personal slab of Bl;llgarian meat 
(Quidditch champ and Durmstrang 
delegate) Viktor Krum. 
Director Mike Newell returns 
Goblet Of Fire to the equal parts fan-
tasy and comic adventure of the first 
two films, creating perhaps the best 
Harry Potter movie yet. The bad taste 
left from the middling third entry 
Prisoner Of Azkaban (directed by Y 
Tu Mama Tambien auteur Alfonso 
Cuar6n) is forever buried with this 
stellar return to form. 
The secret with the fourth film re-
lies on Newell's underst~nding of the 
source material. Rowling is best in her 
use of nuance to move a story, which 
requires ample breathing space to 
Page 19 
make the transition to celluloid. 
At two-and-a-halfhours, Goblet Of 
Fire isn't a standard adventure flick 
and it aggressively takes every min-
ute to explain some small detail of 
Harry's world. What's most impres-
sive is that despite the sheer volume of 
detail, none of it overwhelms the au-
dience- highlighting the greatest fail-
ure of Cuar6n1s contribution. 
At this point, it's useless to discuss 
the quality of acting. Daniel Radcliffe 
begins to stretch his wings as the tit-
ular Potter, with his awkward fum-
bles akin to a British Peter Parker. The 
trio of Radcliffe, Grint, and Watson 
are spectacular as always, with each 
passing year showing just how believ-
able they've become as actors and on-
screen friends. 
The old standbys Minerva 
McGonagall and Severus Snape are 
in fine form as always, with special 
mention going to Robbie Coltrane's 
Hagrid, whose attempts at snagging 
love encapsulate the lighthearted tone 
of the series. 
But, the centrepiece of Goblet Of 
Fire is the pivotal return of evil arch-
wizard Lord Voldemort. His climat-
ic rebirth is the stuff of nightmares 
-he's a monster of sickly skin and gen-
tlemanly eloquence, perfect diction 
sopped in translucent horror. Played 
by Ralph Fiennes, his brief entrance 
is a promise of great things to come. 
Not since Darth Vader- or maybe The 
Matrix's Agent Smith- has there been 
such a representation of pure villainy 
in genre cinema, at least not one as 
erudite. 
Young love, bloody competition, 
and the return of true evil - Harry 
Potter And The Goblet Of Fire is the 
most fun you'll have this season. 
Mehtis Water is cool, clear, controversial 
MUN CINEMA SERIES 
BY MILDRED PIERCE 
The last screening of this season's 
MUN Cinema Series is arguably one 
of the finest in the whole program. 
Directed by Canadian Deepa Mehta 
and co-produced with India, this is the 
third in Mehta's trilogy of highly con-
troversial stories based around natu-
ral themes. Fire (1996) and Earth (1998) 
were great. Water is perfect. 
Never shy about confronting the 
truths of Indian culture and politics, 
particularly from a woman's point of 
view, Mehta extends those interests 
in this remarkable achievement. She 
sets the story in the 1930s Indian co-
lonial society bound by a debilitating 
patriarchal caste system. Eight-year 
old Chuyia is sent to live in an insti-
tutional order among widows whose 
lives are deemed worthless by defini-
tion. Everything flows from there. 
Fresh and still open to the world, 
Chuyia's presence in the Hindu home 
animates the otherwise dreary lives of 
so many banished women. The gor-
geous Lisa Ray plays a woman named 
Kalyani who is particularly respon-
sive to Chuyia's spirit. Largely be-
cause of this interaction, Kalyani is 
inspired to fill her life with romance 
once again. However, the consequenc-
es of her attraction are dangerous, es-
pecially since the object of her desire 
is a handsome, devout follower of civ-
il disobedient Gandhi, the most pow-
erful threat to colonial rule. 
The microcosm of a love affair and 
its tenuous possibility becomes a use-
ful allegory for Mehta's skilled ap-
proach to such complex historical is-
sues. Clearly the inner story reflects 
richly on the wider story of India's 
troubled past, focusing attention par-
ticularly on the complicated lives of 
girls and women. This is tricky, but 
Mehta is so graceful in her storytell-
ing and the camera is so adept at mov-
ing fluidly through the lives of her 
noble, struggling, and often flawed 
characters that there isn't a didactic 
moment. 
Stung by angry mobs who protest-
ed both the filming and the screen-
ing of Water and facing enormous 
pressure to stop the productional-
together, Mehta nonetheless had the 
support of Hollywood and legions of 
fans. This is a valiant and beautiful 
movie, important and intelligent. It 
should draw large crowds, so try to 
get there early. 
The next season of MUN Cinema 
begins Jan. 12, the first Thursday of the 
first week of classes. The full schedule 
should appear on the website in a few 
weeks, so keep watching for details: 
www.mun.ca/cinema. As always, it 
Deepa Mehta's Water is an artistic 
yet critical study of Indian culture 
that relied heavily on Hollywood as 
it neared completion. 
will be a grand series, featuring such 
winners as The Squid And The Whale, 
C.R.A.Z. Y., Pride And Prejudice, and 
many more. Thanks to everyone who 
supported the series. Have a great hol-
iday. Study hard. Play hard. Mildred 
will talk to you in January. 
Water plays Thursday, Dec. 1 at 
Empire Studio 12 in the Avalon Mall. 
Show time is 7:00pm. 
Take your degree to a 
whole new level of success. 
With a certificate in Public Administration, you'll 
have the specialized management skills you need for 
advanced positions in the government/public sector. 
Call416-675-6622, ext. 3206 or email 
ted.glenn@humber.ca for furth~ information. 
Apply for all Business School programs at the 
OCAS web site - www.ontariocolleges.ca 
'1)• HUMBER 
The Business School 
www.buslness.humber.ca 
.. 
-• 
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Canadians are toxic: study 
Environmental 
group finds 
Canadians are full 
of crap 
BY JuANITA KING 
A recent study by environmental 
watchdog Environmental Defence 
found Canadians are polluted with 
a range of toxic chemicals, many of 
which are associated with cancer, re-
spiratory illnesses, the development of 
children, and more. 
The group's website says that the 
study, Toxic Nation: A Report On 
Pollution In Canadians, "demon-
strates that toxic chemicals contami-
nate people no matter where they live, 
how old they are, or what they do for 
a living." 
The group took a small but represen-
tative sample of Canadians - 11 in to-
tal, from one side of the country to the 
other. Local filmmaker Mary Sexton 
volunteered for the study. 
The 43-year-old St. John's resi-
dent was found to have above-aver-
age amounts of toxins responsible for 
various health problems. She had 31 
carcinogens, compared to an average 
of 28 in all volunteers. She also had 17 
respiratory toxicants and 20 hormone 
disrupters. 
Surprisingly, Sexton seems healthy 
- she is a pesco-vegetarian (which 
means she eats fish) and her diet is 35 
per cent organic. However, she smokes 
one cigarette a day on average and uses 
air fresheners. 
"I thought I was extremely healthy," 
Sexton told Environmental Defence. 
"Little did I know that the environ-
ment plays such a huge role in what 
goes into our bodies. More disturb-
ing is the fact that we have little or no 
control over it." 
Health Canada told the CBC that it 
will look into the study's claims, say-
ing the sample of 11 people is too small 
to be statistically significant. 
But, the group says Canada is be-
hind both Europe and the United 
States in regulating pollution and re-
ducing toxic chemicals in the envi-
ronment. 
Gregor Macaskill, a member of the 
environmental group Sierra Club of 
Canada, says his group is interested 
in the recent study. He says educating 
Canadians about environmental issues 
affecting their health is a must. 
"Just because it's been discovered in 
research doesn't mean that the gener-
al public knows yet what they should 
and shouldn't do," he said. 
The number of toxic substances in 
the environment may be shocking, 
but Macaskill has some recommen-
dations. 
"Whether or not you want to use 
pesticides in your own backyard, 
that's something you can control ... 
[as with] the amount that you use cars 
or are around cars, because there are 
lots of emissions from vehicles or in-
DUNCAN DE YOUNG 
dustrial processes that are fossil fu-
els," he said. 
"Even things inside your home, like 
the types of cleaners that you use, or 
products that tend to gas off different 
compounds [are harmful]," he said. 
Environmental Defence recom-
mends avoiding certain products, 
including many that people use ev-
ery day, such as pesticides, cosmet-
ics, synthetic fragrances, and anti-
bacterial cleaners. 
Revo TV blends Internet with television 
Website allows 
underground TV 
shows to stream 
through Windows 
Media Player 
BY CHI NGUYEN 
TORONTO (CUP) - Why fight over 
the remote with roommates when you 
can watch TV on your personal com-
puter? 
That's what Robert Ostfield thought 
when he began developing the idea for 
RevoTV- a small Toronto-based enter-
prise set to reinvent niche television. 
Ostfield, a third-year retail manage-
ment student at Ryerson University, 
says he realized students couldn't af-
ford a top-of-the-line computer, a tele-
vision set, a cable bill, and high-speed 
Internet, so he decided to combine 
them all. 
Today, Canadian university stu-
dents can log onto RevoTV.com, com-
plete a quick customer profile, and 
have access - for free - to an archive 
of specialty programs. 
Among others, Revo broadcasts 
programs from independent suppliers, 
MapleMusic, Extreme Entertainment, 
and Greenlight Entertainment. 
Currently, Revo offers seven pro-
grams, plus music videos and enter-
tainment news articles, accessible with 
Windows Media Player. 
"Right now, we're trying to feel out 
our audience, to see what they want 
so we can get advertisers and more 
shows," said Ostfield. "The shows we 
offer are not mainstream, but people 
have to give it a chance before they 
dismiss the concept." 
He says Revo avoids mainstream 
shows, such as Seinfeld or Friends, 
because they are already accessible 
online and have rights that are too 
expensive while providing a free ser-
vice. 
For HarryGwartz, third-year busi-
Dominican Republic 
Costa Rica 
Cuba ~ 
Mexico 
and more great all inclusives for students! 
Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. 
ness management student, these limi-
tations are what make the unique ser-
vice great. 
"[Revo] caters to students. It has in-
dependent shows that are geared to-
wards me. Shows that I can't neces-
sarily get on TV," said Gwartz. ''And 
they have this thing that people can 
launch independent movies." 
Jack MacDonnell is a producer for 
Macston Performance Productions, 
which provides Revo with the show 
Tuner Transformations (think a 
Canadian version ofMTV's Pimp My 
Ride). MacDonnell was impressed by 
Ostfield's pitch and decided to take a 
chance on him. 
"It [was] a good fit for us and 
RevoTV. It is perfect for university 
students and an interesting concept 
for Internet broadcasting," he said. 
In fact, Revo may be the first of its 
kind in Canada, says Byron Pascoe, 
business manager at Let It Out 
Entertainment. 
"I was very excited when [Ostfield] 
approached me because Canada need-
ed something like this," said Pascoe. 
"The U.S. has similar services, but I'm 
glad that someone in Canada has final-
ly taken this step." 
Since its launch in September, Revo 
has attracted more than 1,200 viewers 
and is continuing to grow. 
Ostfield is currently contacting peo-
ple in the U.K. and the U.S. for more 
programs for the site. As of this week, 
Revo will also accept any footage -
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movies, short films, docu-mentaries, 
and even funny home movies. 
"All these students do so much work 
on their [projects] but they just sit on 
the shelf. As we get more of an au-
dience, advertisers will be more in-
terested in you, which means more 
cash, which means we can buy more 
content. It's a kind of domino effect," 
he said. 
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Climate change still an issue 
IT'S EASY BEING GREEN 
BY ]AMES MACLEAN 
AND KATIE TEMPLE 
In recent months, disturbing cli-
mate-related events have jolted the 
world. During the summer and fall of 
2005, an exceptional number of hur-
ricanes have appeared in the Gulf of 
Mexico, including the deadly hurri-
cane Katrina. Many prominent en-
vironmental scientists attribute the 
intensity of these storms to climate 
change. 
In August, a million square kilo-
metres of permafrost in Siberia were 
found to be melting. As a result, bil-
lions of tonnes of methane will be re-
leased, intensifying the greenhouse 
effect and accelerating global warm-
ing. 
Satellites monitoring the Arctic have 
also found that the ice cap has reached 
its smallest size ever, more than 18 per 
cent below the long-term average. Less 
than a year earlier, scientists of the 
Arctic Climate Impact Assessment 
predicted that by 2070 there may be 
no ice in the Arctic. 
In July, the World Health 
Organization released a report con-
cluding "climate change that has oc-
curred since the mid-1970s may have 
caused over 15o,ooo deaths in 2ooo" 
and "these impacts are likely to in-
crease in the future." 
In November, the United Nations 
Development Programme, the Harvard 
Medical 
School, and the world's second-larg-
est insurance company, Swiss Re, issued 
a joint report entitled Climate Change 
Futures. It documents increases in ma-
laria, the West Nile virus, Lyme dis-
ease, and asthma, and it warns against 
the collapse of coral reefs. 
The Nov. 17 issue of the journal 
Nature published a study showing that 
deaths from climate change-related in-
fectious diseases, heart and respirato-
ry illness, heat waves, and crop failures 
affect mainly those Third World coun-
tries that are least responsible for green-
house effect warming. 
The next day, the World Wildlife 
Fund released a study linking climate 
warming, which reduces the ocean's 
oxygen levels, to the depletion of glob-
al fish stocks. 
Clobal warming: the 
situation today 
While it is difficult to attribute any par-
ticular hurricane, fatal heat wave, disas-
trous flooding, landslide, or devastat-
ing forest fire to global warming, most 
scientists connect the overall increase 
of these events in recent years to the 
warming of the earth's atmosphere. 
Change in climate is a natural and 
continuous feature of the planet's 
evolution. But it is generally accept-
ed by climatologists that the accelerat-
ing increases in atmospheric temper-
ature are principally due to the release 
of greenhouse gases. 
These gases, mainly carbon dioxide 
and methane, are largely the byproduct 
of industrial and domestic consump-
tion of carbon-based fossil fuels like 
coal and petroleum. 
The level of greenhouse gases in 
the planet's atmosphere is higher to-
day than at any time in the last 20-mil-
lion years. 
Scientists have outlined short- to 
ldng-term effects of global warming, 
including harmful consequences for 
farming and food production, wild-
life and forests, human health, and for 
people living in regions susceptible 
to storms and other extreme weath-
er events. 
Some scientists have suggested the 
melting of polar ice caps may lead to 
flooding in heavily populated low-ly-
ing coastal regions like Bangladesh be-
fore the end of the century. 
One of Memorial's leading climate 
specialists, Norm Catto, said he "nev-
er use[s] the term 'catastrophic' or 
... apocalyptic scenarios." However, 
Catto does emphasize the need for mit-
igation and adaptation as responses to 
climate warming. 
Many other interested parties are 
less reluctant to speak of catastrophe. 
The Pew Centre on Global Climate 
Change, an American group of corpo-
rations and scientists, published a pa-
per entitled Prospect Of Catastrophe. It 
argues, "Immediate action offers us 
the best chance of avoiding the pos-
sibility of catastrophic changes in the 
world's climate." 
What is Canada's role? Although it 
has ratified the Kyoto Accord, it seems 
as if Canada is doing little to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. It has the 
world's second-highest per capita rate 
of emission, after the United States. 
Despite initiatives like the one-
tonne challenge, Canada's emissions 
are increasing. By 2003, they were 
24 per cent higher than in 1990 - the 
year Canada agreed to start reducing 
them. 
The Memorial 
connection 
Representatives from around the world 
will gather in Montreal for the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference 
from Nov. 28 to Dec. 9. So, it is an ap-
propriate time to ask where Memorial 
fits into the picture. 
The staff and students' unions 
of the university and departments 
like Facilities Management and 
Student Affairs actively participate in 
Memorial's environmental organiza-
tion Project Green. 
JOIN OUR WINNING TEAM 
If you are looking for a career in a fast-paced 
·industry where you will use your talents to 
provide 11WOW" service; if you are dynamic, 
responsible and want to succeed, don't miss 
these unique opportunities to join our team. 
We are holding a JOB FAIR for our newest 
location In St. John's at Stavanger Drivel We 
will be accept,ng applications December 2, 
3 and 4 from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m. at the Delta 
Hotel and Conference Centre. We will be 
Interviewing for the following positions: 
• Servers I Expediters 
• Bartenders 
• Hosts I Server Assistants 
• Cooks I Prep Cooks 
• Dishwashers 
• Delivery Drivers 
• Supervisory Positions 
E-mail questions to dickiej@bostonpizza.com 
Hurricanes and tropical storms have skyrocketed this year, possibly 
because of climate change. 
The university, MUNSU, and Project 
Green have worked together to devel-
op a plan to establish a university-wide 
environmental management system 
and to hire a full-time environmental 
co-ordinator. It is proposed that this 
plan include measures to reduce car-
bon emissions at the university. 
The newest buildings at Memorial 
- the Smallwood Centre and the Inco 
Innovation Centre- have been con-
structed to maximize energy efficien-
cy. 
However, the university does not 
monitor its own emissions of green-
house gases nor has it made any formal 
commitment to help meet Canada's 
reduction obligations for the Kyoto 
Accord. The university is neverthe-
less phasing out use of its present in-
cinerator. 
On the academic side, a survey by 
Project Green has found that the study 
of climate change has an important 
place in both teaching and research 
at Memorial. 
Memorial has interdisciplinary 
programs in environmental studies 
Chara 
at Sir Wilfred Grenfell College and 
environmental sciences in St. John's. 
Climate change is also studied in biol-
ogy, earth sciences, economics, phys-
ics and physical oceanography, and ge-
ography courses. 
There are at least 12 undergradu-
ate courses and a number of gradu-
ate courses in geography in which the 
problem is studied. It is also addressed 
in philosophy courses and business 
ethics courses. 
In addition, climate change is 
an aspect of research projects at 
Memorial. For some faculty and grad-
uate students - especially geogra-
phers, biologists, oceanographers, and 
earth scientists - it is a major area of 
specialization. Scholars from Memorial 
are members of national and interna-
tional research groups studying cli-
mate change. 
But the problem of global warming 
is not just a matter for study. Above 
all, it is a critical matter for action -
action from the university as an insti-
tution and from all its students, facul-
ty, and staff. 
SUit in 
r Building 
Virtual is your reality. You out with shady characters. You 
only leave your computer hroom breaks. Play your way 
to a career in gaming. Don't get stuck, follow your true passion. 
The Centre for Arts and Technology provides an inspired 
environment for motivated students like you seeking a real 
education in game art and design. Get closer to your goal. 
Call us to find out how. 
Get readV lor a IHe in 30 Game An & Design 
Get staned in Januarv- reserve vour seattodavl 
Call our Fredericton or Halnax campus 
Fredericton Campus 
415 King Street 
Downtown Fredericton, NB 
Halifax Campus 
1467 Brenton Street 
Downtown Halifax, NS 
CENTRE I~IARTS 
I:ITEC H N 0 LOGY 
KELOWNA FREDERICTON HALIFAX 
www. get ready. ca 
30 Animation • 30 Game Art & Design • Audio Engineering • Digital Media Design 
Fredericton: 1-877-369-1888 Halifax: 1-866-429-1847 
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Across 
1 So hot it turns white (2 
words) 
6 Full of spirit 
13 Interest on a loan 
14 Former Nordiques 
15 Largest of the United Arab 
Emirates, Abu-__ 
16 Watchtower publisher (2 
words) 
18 Electric water creature 
19 Main impact of an attack 
EXIT REALTY ON THE ROCK 
313 f-re>hW;;'lter Road, St. Johr;'$, Nl AlB IC3 
Te!· 709.576.6667 • fax: 709576.6688 .. lennifersQuiresffilexitr.ea!cynLcom 
submissions@themuse.ca 
21 Free word: idyll 
23 Watch brand (abrev.) 
25 The difference between 
what is meant and what is said 
27 Guarantee 
29 Scrape 
30 Chinese-food staple 
31 Devilish monster 
32Coral _ 
33 Russian emperor 
35 Dumbass 
38 One who injures 
39 Slime 
40 Spider class 
42 Beatles' company, Apple _ 
43 Soap ingridient 
44 Skulk 
46 Fake, counterfeit 
47 Tarnish, inflict damage 
49 Within the department 
54 Opposite of start-off (2 
words) 
SS An advocate of nullification 
56 Sea nymph 
57 Undeceive, to free from il-
lusion 
58 You need glasses to im-
prove this 
Down 
2 The last five lettes of 
though 
3 Plaything 
4 Low evergreen shrub 
S British streetcar line 
6 Nintendo button, not select 
7 Small part 
8 Blockage of the intestine 
9 Impossible to tell apart 
10 Free word: ukase 
11 Fortune telling board game 
(2 words) 
12 Not loyal 
17 A horse doctor studied this 
20 A constellation, near Draco 
and Leo 
21 Easily influenced atom 
22 __ y Charms, delicious ce-
real 
24 _ Eye For The Straight 
Guy 
26 To convert oxygen to 
ozone 
28 Old school word for before 
32 Not urban 
34 _ Changes, Beck album 
36 Surgery where you replace 
organs, bodyparts 
37 Supervisor 
38 To load with debts 
39 " __ Radio," RATM song 
41 Webbed-footed diving bird 
45 Take a close look at 
48 More than one radius 
so Gin companion 
November 24, 2005 
51 Kick out of a house/apart-
ment 
52 Brief and to the point 
53 Lamp 
56 Winter sport footwear 
LSAT MCAT 
GMAT GRE 
Preparation Seminars 
• Complete 30-Hour Seminars 
• Proven Test-Taking Strategies 
• Personalized Professional Instruction 
• Comprehensive Study Materials 
t.\1 Simulated Practice Exams 
• Free Repeat Policy 
• Personal Tutoring Available 
• Thousands of Satisfied Students 
Oxford Seminars 
1-800-779-1779 
www.oxfordseminars.com 
Graduate Student Representative on the Board of Regents 
Nominations open: November 24th - November 30th 
Campaigning: December 1st- December 7th 
Online Voting: December 8th and 9th 
The Board of Regents Representative position is a two-year elected position 
of the GSU Board of Directors. 
Nomination forms available at the Graduate Students' Union at Feild Hall 
GH2007 or online at www.mun.ca/gsu 
For more information contact GSU Vice President Communications and Research 
Leisha Sagan at gsuvpr@mun.ca 
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Does walking around campus after 
dark make you feel uncomfortable? 
No worries! Walksafe is a MUNSU program now 
running Sunday to Thursday 7:30pm-11 :30pm 
that provides accompaniment for anyone 
walking on campus. . 
To Use Walksafe, Call 737-3737 
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Duke basketball fans bring noise 
CUP JUSTIN MADOL 
(Left) Concordia Stinger Rasto Popovic shoots in front of a sea of Duke fans. (Right) While MUN has some hardcore fans, there are many more empty 
seats and tired faces. 
A Concordia 
sportswriter 
experiences the 
spirit of big-time 
basketball 
BY BEN RABY 
DURHAM, N.C. (CUP)- It's So min-
utes before tipoff and the 1,400-seat 
student section at Duke's Cameron 
Indoor Stadium is already full. The 
Concordia Stingers are warming up, 
and as far as the Cameron Crazies -
Duke students by day, Blue Devil bas-
ketball fans by night - are concerned, 
they have a responsibility to fulfill. 
"Welcome to Duke, eh?" said one 
fan, cleverly sporting a devil stick, 
Duke basketball jersey, and an 
American flag. 
So it begins. Starting with 
Concordia's shoot around, the Duke 
faithful - many dripping sweat and 
blue body paint - make it known just 
whose house the Stingers are visit-
ing. 
"The fact that the fans show up an 
hour and a half before the game just 
to chant and watch the visitors stretch 
and warm up ~hows how passionate 
they are," said Stinger forward, Andre 
Johnny. 
"I had fans calling my name during 
the shoot around, asking for the ball, 
asking if they can take a shot from 
their seats .... It was like they want-
ed to be even more involved." 
One of the more intimidating fac-
tors facing visiting teams at Cameron 
is the proximity of the fans to the 
court. The Crazies occupy the first 
10 rows, literally standing next to the 
opposition. 
"They're right on top of you all 
game, screaming and yelling. It's like 
dealing with a sixth man," Johnny 
said. 
Combined with its cheerleading 
squad and 45-member band, Duke's 
rowdy student section gives Cameron 
an atmosphere that ranks among the 
best in the country. 
At least Sports Illustrated thought 
so in 1999 when it listed Duke's home 
floor as one of the twentieth centu-
ry's top five sports venues. The crowd 
noise and the fans' involvement add 
a dimension when playing Duke that 
the Stingers had not yet seen. 
"I've never been in a gym where the 
crowd is heckling you during warm-
up," said Stingers point guard Chris 
Blackwood. 
The five-foot-seven senior was 
called an Oompa Loompa all night. 
"I thought Bishop's was crazy, but 
they have nothing on Duke," said 
Blackwood. 
Bleacher benches are provided in 
the student section, but there's real-
ly no need. Anybody caught sitting 
down is given strange looks - far 
stranger than those given the topless 
Basketball teams split road games 
BY ]OHN RIETI 
Last week, Coach Doug Partridge said 
the. women's basketball team would 
get beaten more often this season. Sure 
enough, the Dalhousie Tigers defeated 
them in just the second week of offi-
cial play with a score of 63 - 53· 
The Tigers stifled the Hawks' of-
fence, allowing only Katherine 
Quackenbush to score in double digits 
as all three of their star players scored 
and rebounded easily. 
Dalhousie ended the Sea-Hawks 
winning streak at the Field House last 
·-----1 Ultimate Whey Sib 
I 
I 
: $34.99 
year and has beaten MUN in their 
last two of three games. The confer-
ence rivalry between MUN and Cape 
Breton may soon expand to include 
the Halifax university. 
MUN rebounded on Sunday to de-
feat the Acadia Axewomen 74- 67, but 
even this result was much closer than 
any of their games last season. 
Next weekend's games offer anoth-
er challenge, as the Hawks take on the 
first-place, undefeated Panthers from 
University of Prince Edward Island 
(UPEI). 
Often, last season's games were a 
.. 
guaranteed win. These days, MUN 
finds itself in tighter quarters. Fans 
will likely enjoy the games more, but 
there may be cause for concern at the 
Field House. 
Men's basketball 
Justin Halleran hit a clutch three-
point shot as regulation time expired 
against the Dalhousie Tigers last 
Saturday night, proving he is one of 
the Hawks' best scorers. 
The team followed his offensive lead 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Caffeine 200mg 
·I $9.99 
guy wearing nothing but a Scottish 
kilt and face paint. 
One would have to go back to 
December 1990 for the last time 
in-house announcer Art Chandler 
couldn't announce a full house of 
9,314 fans. Chandler has worked Duke 
games for 36 years and says it's not 
necessarily the size of the crowds that 
makes it tough on the opposition as 
much as it is the noise they are capa-
ble of producing. 
"You may notice that I keep all of 
my announcements low key," said 
Chandler. "This isn't like at other 
gyms where the PA announcer has to 
rile up the crowd .... They do a pretty 
good job of that on their own." 
The Cameron Crazies not only 
get loud, but more importantly, they 
stay loud the entire night. Whether 
Duke is trailing, as they were against 
Concordia for a total of 15 seconds, 
or leading by more than so, as they 
were for the final five minutes, the 
fans remain on their feet, refusing 
to be quiet. 
into overtime, winning the game 86 
- 81. 
Five Sea-Hawks finished in dou-
ble digits, with Leonel Saintilleading 
the way at 22 points and 15 rebounds 
and continuing his routine of dou-
ble-doubles. 
But, Saintil was limited to six re-
bounds the next day when the Hawks 
faced the Acadia Axemen, who beat 
them 93-86. 
The Hawks had trouble with 
Acadia's three-point shooting, allow-
ing n of 20 attempts. Paulo Santana of 
the Axemen nailed four three-point-
~----------~-----------· 
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On this particular night, both the 
Blue Devils and their fans appear 
in mid-season form. Duke beats 
Concordia 123 - 66 and in typical 
Cameron Crazy fashion, the fans wish 
the opposition well. 
"Ski home safely," they chant as 
the clock winds down. The Stinger 
players on the bench can't help but 
smile. They may not have won, but at 
least they can say they played in one 
of college basketball's most historic 
gyms, against the top-ranked team 
in the country, before the most ded-
icated fans. 
Sidelines 
woroe 
men .. , 
Sunday 
ti:oo\im.women 
l:Ob;~fu men 
All games at theFi~ld House 
. -~- ·-~'-': ~-.. 
ers of his own, shredding the MUN 
defence for 33 total points. 
The men's game against UPEI this 
weekend should be a better show 
than the last series against St. Mary's 
University. The two teams split their 
pair of games last season and sit fourth 
and fifth in the standings. 
Sunday's game will be of particu-
lar interest, as the Sea-Hawks need to 
become more consistent if they plan 
on making it into the playoffs. So far, 
MUN has lost both its Sunday games 
and the last game of the Hawk-Eyes 
Invitational. 
..... _ 
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Women's volleyball scores huge win 
Sea-Hawks topple 
undefeated Tigers 
but lose to X-
Women· 
BY /OHN RIETI 
The women's volleyball team visit-
ed Dalhousie last Saturday to play 
that school's undefeated Tigers on 
a court where the Sea-Hawks hadn't 
won in over five years. 
As usual, the team found them-
selves quickly behind by 10 points. 
Coach Mellissa Oates says her team's 
serving and receiving was awful and 
their defence was even worse. 
But, things began to change half-
way through the game. While the 
Tigers dominated the first 15 points, 
MUN played well through the final 
10. This was just the beginning of 
an exceptional night for the young 
Sea-Hawks. 
"I knew we were going to come 
back strong," said Oates. She was 
right, as her team responded in the 
second game, smashing Dalhousie 
25 - 18. 
A major part of the win was 
11 straight points with veteran 
Margaret Brenton serving. 
"When you begin to have sue-
cess, you start to feel more confi-
dent," said Brenton. "Having got-
ten my first couple of serves, I began 
to feel more comfortable in taking 
some more chances and serving a 
little tougher." 
While the Hawks gained momen-
tum after the second-game win, they 
dropped the third almost as easily 
as the first. But, after trading points 
with the Tigers in the fourth, they 
pulled off a tight win 25 - 21. 
In the fifth game, big kills from 
Sarah Chalker and Krista Parsons 
paced the team's offence as rook-
ie Sasha Wilkins produced solid 
blocks to stop the Tigers. Memorial 
finished the game 15 - 13 to take their 
biggest match win in years. 
''I'm exceptionally impressed with 
the girls. They pulled it together this 
weekend, especially when we were 
hurting," said Oates. 
Several members of the team suf-
fered with colds and flu and Parsons 
was sore after a car accident last 
week. But, this was also the third 
match of the season MUN forced 
into five games. 
Sunday's match would also go to 
five, but with a disappointing fin-
ish as the St. FX X-Women defeated 
the Hawks in Antigonish. 
Still, even as the entire Xavier 
football team heckled the Hawks' 
every move, they were able to focus 
through the antics. 
Oates has concentrated on mental 
Smell my oil 
IN DE-STRESS 
BY ]ENN MARTIN 
Smell is very important to me. 
Generally, I want to smell good and I 
value a good scent in someone else. I 
want to walk into rooms and be greet-
ed with pleasant aromas . 
In fact, I once broke up with a guy 
largely because he smelled like turnip 
and I couldn't find a way to bring it up 
in conversation. I don't know if a lit-
tle vanilla could have saved that rela-
tionship, but it would have bought us 
another month or so. 
Herein lies my interest in aroma-
therapy, which explores the therapeu-
tic use of essential oils extracted from 
plants. It sounds strange, but you're 
probably familiar with them, even if 
you don't know it. Oils derived from 
simple herbs can have profound ef-
fects- rosemary, basil, and sage are all 
available as healing essential oils. 
Hating a 
Chti1lma1 Patly? 
Hove it in A VIP ROOM!!! Why you might ask? ... 
SIMPLE ... ifs simply the best spot in the house! The private 
rooms feature the most luxurious comfortable 
surroundings you and your guests won't find anywhere 
else. YOUR OWN pool tables ... YOUR OWN sound 
system ... YOUR OWN private bar with server ... 
our VIP rooms 
ARE NOW 50% OFF! 
We also offer a variety of food featuring menus from My 
Brofher's Place, as well as o Iorge seletfion of veggie, 
meat, cheese and <r'!_cker platters to serve you befter. Of 
course your menu isn't limited to the above list, Dooly's 
will embark to get you any food you desire ... 
Dooly's is certainly a wise choice when looking for 
someone to plan your event! We worry about the details, 
you worry about taking the credit for the fabulous time 
everyone hos ... (ouse o party ot Oooly's is a party that oil 
involved will enjoy. With our laid back atmosphere, loads 
of comfy couches and of course PLENTY OF POOl! 
Dooly's is the fosfest growing billiard chain in North 
America, we pride ourselves on our outstanding 
commitment to serve you better. We invite you In 
and meet our friendly staff who ore eager to 
In conclusion, please feel free to (Ontoct me 
you hove ony questions or concerns, or would 
information on some of the various services .\Vlf~'UD~~,,,._.., 
look forward to hearing from you and hop4~tuUy f)tl~M~Il!i 
your next event. SO CAll NOW!H 
preparation in practice, devoting al-
most an hour a week to visualization 
and mental rehearsal of their plays. 
But, she says that "disappointing" 
referee calls threw the team. 
In the end, the Hawks gave up too 
many balls to get the win and saw 
their record once again even out at 
four wins and four losses. 
The team will ease off practice 
over Christmas and won't play again 
until January. Brenton is wary of the 
break, but is looking forward to it. 
"In one way, I think it is much 
needed and deserved. But, this 
break could make or break us," said 
Brenton. "We have come a long way 
- I don't think anyone is willing to 
sacrifice it now." 
' ,. "<ic\vomen~s Voli¢yb~ll'f' ~ 
MUN 3 ~ 2 Dal (13 - 25, 25 - 17, 16 - 25, 
,. : ,25 - ~~i 15 - 13);,.. ·' 
St.FX 3 -·z MUN(22- 25, 25-21,25-
21, 22 c- 25, 15 ~ 13) 
Men's Volleyball~ Interlock 
, .. : .. ,. ... Toutl}amen~ 1 ,. . . . . ·.... · .. ·. · 
MUN 3 ic.·1 McGill {23 ;;, 25, 25 ,.: 19, 25 
- 11,25- 19) 
Laval3 -:1 MtrN (21 ... 25, 25 - 23,25 "" 
19, 25 -15) 
Sherbrooke 3 - 1 MUN (27 - 25, 22- 25, 
25- 1~ 25- 2i) . 'c , . 
Montreal 3 - 2 MUN (22 - 25, 25 - 12, 
25 - ~8, 26 - 28, 15 - 13) .: . . . ' 
The use of an oil therapeutically 
can be as simple as putting pepper-
mint oil in a burner to help yourself 
feel more awake. 
Smells affect us all, and it is a good 
idea to use that your advantage. Some 
smells can make you feel more posi-
tive, make you drowsy, or even help 
you get that Iovin' feeling. Why not ex-
plore the places scent can take you? 
But remember - if you use a scent 
to brighten your day, it's easy to build 
an association with it. For instance, 
if the smell of home-baked cookies 
takes you back to Grandma's kitch-
en, a cookie-scented candle will help 
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Sarah Chalker led the Sea-Hawks with 15 kills against the Dalhousie 
Tigers this weekend. 
you feel secure and cozy. 
However, if you've never liked a par-
ticular scent, don't expect it to work 
for you as intended. Ylang ylang will 
not help you feel amorous if you once 
had a jerk boyfriend who burned it 
as incense. 
The trick is experimentation. Think 
of smells you like and have them 
around more often. Does orange make 
you feel positive? Does lavender make 
you sleepy? If so, put those oils to good 
use; drop lavender oil in the bath at 
night or use a diffuser to waft orange 
oil through the living room. 
While there is no replacement for 
trying them out, plenty of health food 
stores and sections oflarge supermar-
kets have general guidelines for what 
oils are good for whatever you need. 
Plain old basil can help you feel am-
bitious, vanilla sparks passion, berga-
mot can up your confidence, and rose-
mary jogs your memory (which may 
be good for exam season). 
I warn you to be careful with rose, 
though, because heavy floral scents 
really seem to suffocate some people, 
even if others find them romantic. 
It just boils down to paying at-
tention to how a whiff of something 
makes you feel. Happy sniffing! 
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"Like idling on the spot. 
... Thafs pretty cool 
to someone who's just 
watching, but anyone 
who has tried it will 
be soiling themselves~ 
David Mercer on David 
Cox's riding style. 
ort 
BY KATE DEARNESS 
A blue-haired lad wheels his six-foot 
unicycle around the Memorial cam-
pus, dodging onlookers and jokers 
who say, "Hey man, you're missing 
a wheel!" 
David Cox has heard it all in his 
seven months of unicycling. Last win-
ter, he saw a man riding one down the 
street. Intrigued, Cox asked for one 
for his birthday and has been atop his 
mobile pedestal ever since. 
Cox is part of a local unicycling 
revolution set to prove that riding 
the one-wheel is a real sport and not 
just a circus art. 
Circus unicycles of the past would 
bend after being dropped. Today, 
unicyclists are the ones dropping -
off ledges and other heights. These 
tricks adopted from bicycle moto-
cross (BMX) have been made pos-
sible by using BMX technologies in 
the unicycle frames. 
While the unicycle is stronger, its 
riders are also getting much better. 
"Riders are pushing unicycling to its 
technical limits," said Cox. 
There are five recognized catego-
ries of unicycling that explore its di-
versity. Mountain unicycling is just 
like its bicycling counterpart, as rid-
ers zip down steep wooded trails. 
There's also distance riding, 
where unicyclists trek as far as 
possible on the open road. 
Street unicycling is very 
similar to street BMX, where 
riders use urban obstacles like 
rails, stairs, and ledges to grind and 
drop off. 
Unicycle trials are an opportuni-
ty for unicyclists to take their skills 
to the extreme. They consist of drop-
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Circus arts gaining sport status 
ping off ledges, balancing the cycle 
across narrow poles, and jumping 
over gaps. 
Freestyle unicycling is basically a 
circus art, performing graceful fig-
ure skating-like pirouettes and glid-
ing tricks. Although some say this 
is the only true form of unicycling, 
Cox disagrees. 
"I guess I could juggle on my uni-
cycle ... but there's just so much more 
fun shit to do," he said. 
Yet, Cox did learn to juggle because 
one of the best places to learn to uni-
cycle is at MUN's juggling club. 
There, he met juggler David Mercer, 
a performer with the Wonderbolt 
Circus who is responsible for the res-
urrection of the club. 
Mercer started unicycling three 
years ago. One summer, he devoted 
three straight days to holding a pil-
lar and rocking back and forth until 
he could let go. 
"At first, I thought it was impossi-
ble, but then suddenly it feels like fly-
ing, especially when you first get it," 
said Mercer. 
Cox observes that since he start-
ed unicycling he is much stronger. 
In fact, his calves are too big to pull 
his tapered jeans over to show them 
off. Flexibility is key for Mercer, who 
stretches before and after each ride. 
Mercer adds that core strength 
and strong abs are important, so as 
not to hurt your back. It's physically 
demanding to unicycle, but a back-
ground in sports that require balance 
(like snowboarding) helps make the 
transition easier. 
Many are taking up unicycling in-
stead of jogging for general well-be-
ing because it doesn't have harsh im-
pact on the knees and feet. It is also 
excellent for the back and for posture, 
because riders sit at different angles 
than on regular bicycles. 
While it still seems a little wacky 
to pick a unicycle over a regular bike, 
Cox shrugs it off. "The people who 
unicycle aren't totally normal," he 
said. 
Cox and Mercer are both of slight 
build. "It is funny. At juggling clubs 
in other cities, you notice that a vast 
number of the people are tall, skinny 
guys. I'm not sure what comes first, 
" said Mercer. 
His fitness goals are fairly mod-
est, "We can't all run marathons, but 
we're in good shape." 
Although Cox and Mercer are just 
two spearheads of the sport, unicy-
cling is growing in Newfoundland. 
New riders present challenges to the 
whole community of unicyclists, con-
sistently learning new tricks and one-
upping each other, which forces rid-
ers to improve faster. 
Most unicyclists practice their 
sport in relative obscurity, which 
makes the MUN juggling club a hot 
spot for the activity. Practices are one 
of the few places peers are properly 
impressed by unicycling tricks. 
Anyone interested is welcome 
to come by for a break from regu-
lar workouts. The jugglers gather 
in the physical education building 
lobby around 7:00 pm on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and at 2:oo pm on 
Saturdays. 
If you want a unicycle for 
Christmas, Canary Cycles sells them 
for about $200. Cox advises, "Just go 
buy a unicycle and find a pole and get 
to know that pole very well." 
For more information, check out 
www. unicyclist. com. 
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